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PREFACE 

When this wax is over the world will ask, What 
was it about? What caused it? What did it 
signify? By way of raising, if not of answering 
these questions I have drawn together a few speci- 
mens of the German patriotic war-literature, and 
I have commented briefly upon them. 

It would be impracticable at the present time 
to authenticate the quotations, and yet I suppose 
that none will doubt their genuineness. A phrase 
here and there in the papers may be mistrans- 
lated, but their substance and tone tmquestion- 
ably represent the spirit of the educated classes 
in Germany in this autumn of 1914. 

A certain uniformity pervades these utterances. 
This detracts from their interest, in one way, yet 
enhances it in another. If regarded as statements 
of personal opinion, the papers and speeches here 
reprinted have slight claim to notice. But if 
regarded as things which throw light on race feel- 
ing and on the psychology of crowds, they possess 
a profoimd importance, — ^giving as they do the 
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iv Preface ' 

very voice of a social movement which has focused 
the attention of the entire civilized world as it 
had never been focused before. 

My hope is that by printing a few well-known 
specimens from the large literature of German 
justification, I may set an example for the pre- 
serving of that wide ephemeral literature without 
which the present epoch cannot be tmderstood 
by posterity, 

J. J- c. 

New York, 
Nov. i6, 1914. 
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*Deutschland Uber AUes" 



THE CRAZE 

There is an element of mania in almost all 
that Germany has said and done since the out- 
break of the war. The reasoning and conduct of 
her statesmen, her soldiers and civilians, of her 
learned men and common people, have been tinged 
with a specific excitement. They are all touched 
with a kind of temporary terreur. The final inter- 
view between the Imperial Chancellor and the 
British Ambassador betrayed the nerve-storm of 
Germany. The destruction of Louvain showed 
the same thing. The attempts to justify the 
brutality of Germany's conduct and to plead her 
l:ause indicate the same pathological condition; 
they are febrile. 

If the reader will analyze any one of the follow- 
ing papers, written by the best minds in Germany, 
he will see that the apologist has never qtiite 

X 



2 Deutschland Ober Alles 

made his point. The Kaiser and Hauptmann 
have not excused the btiming of Louvain. Pro- 
fessors Eucken and Haeckel have not created the 
impression that they love America. The repre- 
sentatives of German art and science who proclaim 
that militarism has gone out in defence of culture, 
and that Germany is such a home for art "as it 
will never eiljoy anywhere else, " do not reassure 
and encourage us. On the contrary they leave 
upon our minds a sad impression. 

There is a splinter of glass in the eyes of all 
these gentlemen, they are in great pain, they are 
. in fear, they are in a state of fanatical exaltation. 
This war was inevitable. It broke out as the 
night-blooming cereus btu^ts into flower, — ^because 
the time had come. The war is the flaming forth 
of passions that have been covertly burning in 
Germany for several decades. Of recent years, 
one could hardly know any German family inti- 
mately without feeling in their pulses the war- 
fever. The seed from which the red flower grew 
was the Franco-Prussian War. Since that time, 
Germany has been drunk with victory ; and all the 
Germans have been waiting for new war, some of 
them patiently, others impatiently. The Impe- 
rial Government stimulated this passion which 
was, nevertheless, a deep popular impulse. 
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The mothers of Germany have been teaching 
the children at their knee that war was a sacra- 
ment. The young boys have looked forward to 
the day when they should draw the sword as to a 
first communion, — pra3ring constantly that God 
might make them worthy to die for the Father- 
land. When the great day came at last, and the 
nation heard that mobilization had actually been 
ordered, every man, from the Kaiser down, was 
beside himself with emotion. The race-madness, 
which each man had enjoyed as a sort of Kcensed 
inner excitement, now became the order of the day. 
With the blood-lust there was mingled a great 
panic, a horrible fear that the Fatherland might 
go imder. Every German from the Kaiser down 
was in terror. 

We must accept this dual state of mind in the 
Germans as the main feature of the present war,— 
the feature which distinguishes this war from 
other wars^ There exists an hallucination in 
every German intelligence, and this hallucination 
must be allowed for at every moment by persons 
who hope to retain their own sanity while dis- 
cussing the war. That horrible spectre at the 
back of the German army which looks to us like 
the spirit of extermination, is partly an emanation 
from the terror in the minds of sixty millions of 
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people who have been taught by their distinguished 
scholars during the last thirty years that war alone 
can save them from an awful fate; that a war, the 
most awful in history, is to be the salvation of 
their country. 

It is to be noted that the German nation, since 
the days of the Arminius Schlacht, has always 
been ready to believe in war as its heritage, as 
its destiny, aiid as the solution of all its troubles. 
Germany never quite settled down as a part of 
the Roman Empire. She remained, at heart, a 
rebel. Anything that excited the brain of this 
people would be apt to arouse in it the latent war 
spirit; and the strain and stress of modem life,— 
the novelty of finding that they were a nation, 
and one of the great nations of the world, — seems 
to have excited the Germans. The intellectual 
rigours and fatigues of the last thirty years, 
(which have been indeed the most stimulating 
and the most fatiguing years in hdman history,) 
seem to have played upon this new national 
Teutonic consciousness, and to have produced 
war. This war is instinctive with the Germans. 
There is no casus belli. The Germans admit and 
proclaim as much. The war is war for domina- 
tion and for war's sake, and because war is some- 
how a need of nature. Herein lies the part that 
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makes us shudder. This is a war in terrorem; the 
necessity of extirpating the population of the 
enemy, and of destroying his property in order 
to terrify and to stun him, is acknowledged as 
axiomatic. 

These are terrible doctrines, and the men who 
feed upon them become excited, become alarmed, 
become inwardly and permanently terrified. It 
is well known that the most humane and culti- 
vated persons become, when frightened, capable 
of extraordinary cruelty; the most strong-minded 
and sensible men, turn, under the influence of fear, 
into feeble-minded and incompetent thinkers. 
The scientist, perhaps, becomes a fawning hound ; 
the poet, a torturer; the soldier, an executioner; 
and every man a distorted copy of his true self. 
A passing reference to the French Revolution will 
explain to us the eternal relation that exists 
between fear and cruelty. The demons of the 
French Revolution were merely ordinary men 
made cruel through fear. 

When we review Germany's conduct of the 
war by the light of these ideas we see why it was 
that Germany's diplomacy and public utterances, 
— the tone and temper of everjrthing that any 
German has done since the war's outbreak, — 
has been tinged with excess. Doctor Eliot and 
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Lord Bryce and many other moralists have ana- 
lyzed Germany's cause in a masterly manner; 
and yet they have omitted to mention the one 
touch-stone which peculiarly distinguishes this 
war. This is not so much a war as it is an out- 
break of national fury transfused with the passion 
of fear. The great neutral public feels that there 
is in Germany an element of imreason, and in- 
stinctively opposes her as one would oppose any 
mad creature. 

I will not at this moment try to give an account 
of how this great fear overcame the German 
consciousness, but I will point out the normal 
effect of its existence. It separates the Germans 
from the rest of humanity; the natural man be- 
comes aghast at it. The question is not exactly 
a question of wickedness. Napoleon was prob- 
ably as typical a bad-man as is to be foimd in 
history. He broke treaties, he was cruel, he was 
selfish and cjniical, he desired to exalt himself and 
his own ambition above the whole earth. In his 
private life he was immoral, in his public acts he 
was often unjust and at times incredibly base. 
And yet Napoleon does not arouse in us that 
opposition to the diabolical which, for the 
time being, we feel towards the Germans. 
The reason is that Napoleon was sane; the 
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Germans axe, for the time being, more or less 
insane. 

A perception of their insanity began to dawn on 
us in the first days of the war, when the Imperial 
Chancellor propounded his novel theories as to 
the binding character of treaties. These German 
doctrines chilled us. They prevented us from 
sympathizing with the magnificent display of 
German patriotism which accompanied the crime 
against Belgium. Soon after this the Teutonic 
philosophy of extermination was further revealed 
to us in the orders of the commanders, in the 
actual conduct of the troops, and also in the books 
about Germany which we all began to read at 
this period. 

We now discovered that the literature of Pan- 
Teutonism, which, up to this time, we had taken 
to be a sort of bad joke, was a very serious matter, 
— representing as it did Unreason Enthroned. 

Pan-Teutonism had been teaching that Ger- 
many must save mankind through bloodshed. 
In a private person such a belief would lead to his 
incarceration; but so many books are published 
nowadays, and every one is so inured to extra- 
vagant arguments, that no one objects to Unreason 
in a book. There is a kind of squint of insanity, 
— of the malice of the neurotic invalid, — which 
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accompanies the text in much Pan-German liter- 
ature. The author passes from obvious truths 
to obvious contradictions without knowing that 
he has made a transition. The author, more- 
over, is more sure he is right than a sane man ever 
is; and when he wishes to be impressive he runs 
into megalomania. These characteristics of a 
madman, (i) unconscious passage from reason to 
unreason, (2) certitude, and (3) megalomania, are 
to be found in all the German war-literature. 
Strangely enough, the turn of phrase and tone of 
mind are alike in the writings of the learned and 
of the vulgar. The war-spirit speaks in a war- 
tongue. Both the literati of Germany and the man- 
in-the-street in Germany blaze with passion and 
vociferate with conviction. To them their phrases 
are full of sacred truth, to them religion and piety, 
patriotism, profound thought, and holy inspira- 
tion live in the words they utter. 

To my mind, there is immense psychological 
interest in these exhibitions of pure, unadulterated 
patriotism. Their sincerity penetrates us: but 
the idea they convey is zero. Their message is, 
indeed, **a tale told by an idiot, full of sound and 
fury, signifying nothing." Such is the message 
of any mere race-patriotism, of any patriotism 
which obliges the rest of the world to be subdued 
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before it can receive the benefits of the pretended 
dispensation. Zero is the substance and the 
symbol of race-patriotism- All the piety and 
enthusiasm with which it is offered to the world, 
all the gun-boats and bloodshed which herald it 
are powerless to raise the intellectual value of 
this emotion above the zero point. • 



II 



THE GENESIS OF MADNESS 

What is Germany's grievance against Prance? 
Napoleon I humiliated Germany in 1807, and 
the Gennans in 1870 had their revenge. Ger- 
many's attack on Prance in 1870 was regarded 
by Europe, and is regarded by posterity, as a 
criminal act; but it was at least successful; it 
wiped off old scores. What then is the left-over 
grievance, so visible to German eyes, so invisible 
to the rest of the world, which is the cause of 
this present war? This question is very hard 
to answer. Perhaps Germany harbours a fatal 
consciousness that the war of 1870 was, in some 
sense, unjustly waged by her, and that time will 
bring its revenges. Perhaps she even believes 
that her great mistake in 1870 was that she left 
Prance alive. ^Whatever be the griefs of Germany, 
she has been mourning over them and girding 
against them for a generation. Her own success 

and riches have not satisfied her, she has brooded 
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The Genesis of Madness 1 1 

over her wrongs and her apprehensions. Her 
grievance against France has become widened 
into a hatred of England, into a distrust of 
America, indeed into a general hostility to other 
nations. 

It makes little difference whether a grievance 
be real or imaginary, if a man gives his whole time 
to the thought of it. The fear of evil turns into 
a monster and pursues him. When a man has 
wounded his enemy the fear of revenge may be- 
come an obsession. Something of this sort hap- 
pened to Germany between 1870 and 1914. A 
homicidal mania was bred in her. This mania 
was the indirect offspring of the Bismarckian 
policies, yet it differed from them in that it was hot 
instead of cold, demented instead of merely wicked. 
When Bismarck began to carry out his plans for 
unifying the Germans by means of foreign wars, 
he Uttle dreamed that the mind of the nation 
would give way under the stress and strain of the 
procedure. His wars were waged for ulterior 
motives. He did not hate Austria or Prance; 
but he saw in war a means of welding his beloved 
Teutons into a nation. He encouraged their 
hereditary antagonisms. He urged them to hate 
Prance as a dog-fighter "sicks" his dog upon 
another dog in order to develop courage in the 
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brute. Bismarck's wars were a sucoess, and they 
resulted in teaching the Germans that national- 
ity meant war. Such nationality as Germany 
knew was founded on hatred. The Prench, they 
thought, must be hated forever, — only thus could 
Germany thrive. 

The good Germans, who by nature hate nobody, 
adopted then a religion of hatred; and the more 
sensitive and idealistic they were by nature, the 
more perverted were tkey destined to become. 
Their sensibilities, already tender, were being 
played upon deliberately by a school of statesmen 
and politicians who in the imagination of the vic- 
tims represented the "practical world." That 
the German spirit could so fall a prey to a series 
of necromancers who seemed to lead the race 
forward into the promised land or Fatherland of 
Pan-Germanism by canying skuUs and cross- 
bones at the head of the procession, is one of the 
phenomena of current history. 

Indeed the Germans, while they are very clever 
and talented in almost every way, have in a politi- 
cal sense always been children. Where govern- 
ment is concerned they believe what is told them; 
and they sit down and go home when they are 
rapped over the knuckles. They are, however, 
extremely fond of solving political problems which 
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involve no practical application, as, for instance, 
the nature of democracy, the cause of Rome's 
decline, the Constitution of Cleisthenes, — on such 
matters they have always been of great authority. 
Where their own town pump is concerned, the 
Germans have let the beadle attend to it ; and just 
who is behind the beadle, just what power lies 
higher up, they do not know. And besides, it is 
extremely uncomfortable when a man tries to 
find out. 

Thus it happened that the most learned nation 
in the world has fallen quite behind the other 
western nations of Europe in regard to certain 
rudimentary political matters as, for instance, in 
the knowledge of how to hold meetings, make 
speeches, get up protests; how to collect the men 
who agree with you about some matter and make 
their opinion prevail; how not to vote taxes which 
you do not approve of; how not to go to jail for 
free speaking. The German has been at the 
mercy of his rulers to an extent which it is hard 
for an American to understand. 

It is curious to discover that men of learning 
and genius are as easily controlled as the clod- 
hopper; that wonderful intelligence in the field 
of chemistry or philology helps a man not at 
all towards the power of self-government. The 
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backwoodsman in America, or the farm yokel in 
England is, in certain respects, the intellectual 
superior of the cleverest man in Germany, because 
this farmer knows whom to trust; he has some- 
where a mouthpiece and a political agent. You 
cannot entirely deceive him, because he inherits 
an astuteness in political matters; he does not 
wholly trust any human government. He has a 
complexity of mind as toward political matters 
which the cleverest man in Germany lacks. 

It is quite inconceivable to the Anglo-Saxon 
mind that any one should believe the ideas that 
have been developed and put forward as gospel 
by the military autocracy in Germany. These 
ideas could only have been bom in a society 
which knew no private opinion, namely, in a 
tyranny. It is to be noted that, so far as forms 
of government go, Germany has adopted those of 
the neighbouring countries, so that she does not, 
to a casual view, appear to differ from the rest 
of Western Europe. The terms used in her 
government are much the same as the terms in 
other countries; but the substance differs. 

German writers in the course of their disqui- 
sitions often make use of the words "liberty, 
democracy, the individual mind, personality, 
self-expression," etc., but the realities behind the 
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words hardly exist in political Germany. There 
have been no spokesmen of civil liberty during 
the last two hundred years in Germany, no Hamp- 
dens, Washingtons, Garibaldis. The radicals have 
been overpowered, and the last great crop of 
reformers, in 1848, came to America and blessed 
our shores, leaving Germany dumb. 

I will cite a few grotesque expressions from 
Bemhardi, because they could not have been 
used by a man who knew what the struggle for 
liberty of opinion in Western Europe had con- 
sisted in: "There is no nation which knows how 
to unite so harmoniously (as the German does) 
the freedom 0} the intellectual and the restraint of 
the practical life on the path of free and natural 
development." These be fine words; but just 
where the "freedom of the intellectual*' should 
end, and the "restraint of the practical" should 
begin in each case, — this is the question that has 
puzzled the world, and sent the martyrs to the 
pyre and the statesmen to the scaffold. Again: 
"This independence of the individual within the 
limits marked out by the interests 0} the State forms 
the necessary complement of the wide extension 
of the central power, and assures an ample scope 
to a liberal development of all our social condi- 
tions." This is the chatter of a parrot. 
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So also is the following statement of what edu- 
cation ought to teach. "The State should teach 
that the mind which thinks only of itself perishes 
in feeble susceptibility, but that moral worth 
grows up only in the love of the Patheriand and 
for the State, which is the haven of every faith and 
the home of justice and honourable freedom of pur- 
pose.'^ I have italicized the words which show the 
feebleness of the German intellect in these fields 
of thought. 

The following argument could hardly have been 
put forth seriously in any country where argument 
was an instrument of government: Count von 
Bemstorff insisted that Germany had not utilized 
the Belgian route because it was the quickest and 
easiest into France, but had gone through Belgium 
only because she was forced to act on the defensive, 
Germany knew that some day France was going 
to invade Belgium; but Prance could wait; Ger- 
many could not wait. Thus it was really France 
that began the war. 

A man who had spent his youth in the debating 
club would not have presented such a case as this 
to the world ; but in a tyranny there is no distinc- 
tion between dogma and argument. The official 
view is propounded and that is enough. 

Bemhardi's books will always be valuable as 
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the best short explanation of the war. They give 
the mind of the Teuton in 1914. They have done 
more towards explaining the disease which is now 
ravaging the German intellect than aU the rest 
of German literature taken together. Moreover, 
Bemhardi's books will always have a specific 
psychopathic interest. The future student will 
handle them with curiosity, saying: "Sixty-four 
million people once, and for a short time, believed 
these things." 

The keynote' of the German creed is as follows: 
War is the natural state of man, and "evokes the 
•noblest activities of human nature." " The brutal 

« 

incidents inseparable from every war vanish com- 
pletely in the idealism of the main results." 
These beliefs, it should be noticed, give respecta- 
bility to the German designs against France. They 
lend the light of conscience and religion to a crime, 
and invoke a great principle to cover a piece of 
private vengeaBce. The GennaBS, being a highly 
bookish and sophisticated people, require good 
motives for bloodshed. The Holy Ghost is 
therefore stunmoned. The sin of feebleness is, it 
appears, "The political sin against the Holy 
Ghost." 

In order to make it seem probable that the 
Germans will win in their war, the French and 
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English are depicted as decrepit outworn peoples, 
degenerate Romans, etc., whereas the Germans 
are the young blood of the world. The British 
play out-of-door games, — a sure sign of effeminacy; 
whereas the Germans sing, and play on the violin, 
— sure proofs of manly endowment. The Germans 
are a "chosen people" and the great men of the 
past have all been Germans. The most learned 
author of this school proves that Christ and Dante 
were Teutonic characters. All of these crotchets 
have been believed in by the illuminati of Ger- 
many, by her professors and doctors, poets, 
priests, and leaders of thought. Why have they 
been thus believed? Because they have been 
handed out by the governmental central authority, 
by the source of opinion. Folly, blasphemy, or 
nonsense, when sanctioned by the Government, 
becomes to the Germans religion. Is it not strange 
that this nation, endowed with all the talents but 
one, has been done to death by the lack of that 
small lynch-pin — ^political common sense? Their 
sin has found them out. Their one weakness has 
ruined all the fabric of their strength. 

In Germany the State appoints the professors 
in the universities ; and thus during the last thirty 
years of the military ascendancy, only militants 
have been appointed. There has been no future 
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for learned men unless they favoured militarism. 
And nevertheless a certain ancient prestige hung 
about the skirts of learning which the govern, 
ment sought to use when the war broke out. The 
ICaiser, therefore, fired off all the guns of culture in 
a sort of parlour salute, in which incense was used 
instead of gun-powder. Thdre is probably not a 
name of note in German letters which is not to be 
found at the bottom of a war-cry, or of a cry for 
blood and vengeance. The savagery of these 
literary tricoteiises which has so shocked the world 
comes from their indorsement of whatever is being 
done by the military. Thus, one reads in one 
column of a newspaper that the Germans have 
deported into Germany forty-five himdred French 
boys between the ages of fifteen and seventeen, 
drawing them from Noyon and other French towns 
imder German occupation. One thinks of how 
the parents of these boys must feel; one wonders 
what century one is living in ; one recalls the words 
of Bismarck, that the Prussians must "bleed 
France white." One remembers Bemhardi's re- 
marks that France must be so weakened that she 
can "never cross our path again." In another 
column of the same paper there is a passionate 
threnody of the poet Wolfkehl, saying that "the 
war came from God " ; that its purpose is "to save 
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the European soul," and that its horrors are 
necessary. Of all these horrors the words of the 
poet are the worst. 

This war has been made by the intellectuals; 
the philosophy of it is a study-bred thing, like 
the new German bomb-shells. That philosophy 
of destruction, which lies beneath both the siege- 
gims and the pamphlets, is a tissue of super-sophis- 
tications, by which the old-time and gross passions 
of murder, theft, lust, hatred, and a certain name- 
less cruelty (which is new to the world and worse 
than all the rest), have been let loose on those 
nations which happen to live next to Germany. 
The hell of an insane sophistication bums behind 
this war in the German imiversities; and the hell 
of murdered women and children walks before it 
through Belgium. This war and its literature are 
all one thing. We must watch both of them to 
get a vision of modem Germany. When we see 
the total populations of cities fleeing before the 
advance of the German Army in Belgium, we must 
examine the creed of the learned Teuton. 

Crack open a bit of Germany anywhere. Doc- 
tor Lenard, Professor of Physics at Heidelberg, 
thinks that Westminster Abbey and the tomb of 
Shakespeare ought to be destroyed. The brain 
of a people is ignited and is burning up with the 
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rest of the Teutonic combustibles. We cannot 
put out either of them, but must let them crackle 
and give out blast after blast, till the panic is 
over. Then we shall be able to look about us and 
find out how much is left of the German intelligence. 
To recapitulate: — Germany has gone mad 
through dwelling on her imaginary' wrongs. This 
came about because of the lack of political training 
in Germany, which left the citizen at the mercy 
of Government officials for his private opinions. 
The learned and eloquent classes thus became the 
tools of a military organization. The result has 
been an era of panic and destructive insanity of 
which this war is a sign. 



Ill 



WAR AND KXJLTUR 



There is undoubtedly some good connected 
with every war, as there is good in everjrthing; 
but what that good is and how to get at it are the 
problems. The German intellectuals are respon- 
sible for the crudest answer to the question that 
has ever been framed. They say that through 
annexation and destruction Germany is to endow 
the world with her spirit. The great biblical 
scholar Hamack compares his country to our 
Saviotir, "Obedient to His death upon the 
cross." It seems almost wrong to perpetuate 
these blasphemies by quoting them; but on the 
other hand they are the best cultures we have of 
the disease : the germ of the war — ^whatever it is — 
is in them. The metaphysic of the war lives here. 
These precious documents house the brain of a 
nation, and they will remain after the war has 
become a dream. Pacts may be doubted, but 
arguments are immortal. 

22 
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What is ctdtivation, and is it the same as Ktiltur? 
Are the Gennans right when they say that Kultur 
and war go together; that Kultur breeds war and 
war Kultur? I am inclined to think thafr they 
are right. Kultur has always been something 
written in German by a man who knew one sub- 
ject. It has always been a thing that came in 
boxes, accompanied by maps and schedules. The 
labourers in it were licensed, and the fields were 
ntunbered. For instance, the scholars of Egypt 
must not invade Abyssinia, nor the man with a 
license good for Rome, dig in Tuscany. The 
Middle Ages must be examined only by specialists. 
The Militarism of Kultur has always been as rigid 
as the Kultur of Militarism. In which of them 
do we find the truest essence of Germany? 

We are here approaching a very large subject. 
We can see that the German professor readily 
obejrs military discipline because he has always 
accepted regulations. His researches have been 
made tmder permission. When commanded not 
to look tmder a particular table, he has always 
obeyed. When he is now commanded to stand 
on the table and bark, he does so. This is Kultur. 
It has produced books that are convenient if 
properly used, and dangerous if taken seriously; 
for hidden in each of the books is a secret-service 
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man. These sappers and miners attack histoty 
and pomology, bacteriology and the making of 
lenses, with the same phlegm. The present war, 
by exposing the intimate workings of the whole 
German ant-hill, — of which the top has been blown 
off, — ^is going to disclose matters of deep socio- 
logical interest. It is going to show us in what 
directions Kultur was to be trusted, and in what 
directions it was not to be trusted. No doubt, 
certain healthy limbs of Kultur will remain on the 
tree of learning after this war is over. The old 
Germany that rested on Luther, Kant, Goethe, 
and the musicians will certainly survive ; it fought 
its way without cannon. But much of the new 
post-Bismarckian Kultur will fall with the epoch 
of race-hatred out of which it grew. 



IV 



OVERWORK AND SPECIALISM 

During the last forty years, every class in 
Germany has been steadily overworked. The Ger- 
mans have been over-trained, over-specialized, 
over-sensitized. Consequently they are to-day 
over-anxious, over-self-conscious, over-virtuous, 
over-determined to build their Tower of Babel or 
to die in the attempt. Much that seems to us 
perverse about them is due to mental fatigue. 

The German small boy is subjected to a pressure 
of work which startles the rest of the world. He 
is obliged to pass certain fixed examinations as he 
approaches certain ages. His whole life is a game 
in which he may not miss a stroke without im- 
perilling his social and commercial and military 
position in the Empire for his whole career. It 
may be recalled in passing that Germany is the 
only country in the world where children commit 
suicide. Any Englishman or American who comes 
in contact with the German system of child-train- 
ing is apt to exclaim : * ' This is too severe. It would 
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crush ottr boys." Now the fact is that it crushes 
the German boys. The children survive the pro- 
cess at the cost of their spiritual elasticity. Na- 
ture's economy saves their lives by withdrawing 
her force from the personal part of their volition. 
When this happens they cease to struggle; they 
accept the system and become its creatures. 

As soon as a German lad begins to desire nothing 
else except to become a cog in the governmental 
machine, he thrives. Thereafter he is happy so 
long as he remains inside of the system which has 
formed him; but he feels always a little uncom- 
fortable if he wanders into the outer and greater 
world. A German cannot become a man of the 
world unless all the world be Prussianized. But 
note this: — The principle at the bottom of the 
matter is not one of race but of education. 

The war-spirit in Germany has, as we have seen, 
been cooking up for a generation. The Germans 
have not awaited their fate but have attacked 
it with "German thoroughness." It became an 
obsession with them that they must interpose 
their wills between themselves and fate. They 
therefore girded up their loins and ate the Passover 
nightly. They thus reached a pitch of excitability 
in which their purposes became a kind of night- 
mare. The destinies of Germany were formulated 
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into a creed, — a litany that must be recited 
daily. 

Long before this war began, the Germans be- 
trayed in private life a sort of monomania. They 
appeared now and then to be walking in a dream. 
I can recall many instances in recent years of 
conversations with Germans, when my interlocutor 
would pass for a moment into an inward com- 
munion with his own thoughts. He would smile, 
his eyes would gleam ; sometimes he would have a 
sly look, but more often he would betray enthu- 
siasm. In issuing from this mood he would talk 
about the coming war in which England and France 
were to be ruined, — ruined and done for. The 
men who raved thus were always specialists of 
some sort, and special pleaders also. The idie 
fixe of salvation by specialism and the id6e fixe 
of salvation by war seem to have come together 
in the German bosom. The first warped his 
mind, the second his heart. 

We ought not to forget these pathological 
questions in reviewing the course of politics in 
Germany; for many a great chain of events has 
been due to the condition of a people's nerves 
rather than to the form of their government. 
The German belief in special training as the solu- 
tion of all the problems of life has resulted in a 



28 Deutschland Uber AUes 

marvellous efficiency in accomplishing particular 
ends. 

Now what is the relation between Specialism 
and Dogmatism? The answer is somewhat as 
follows: A mind that is trained to do only one 
\ particular thing is somewhat tmfitted to do other 
things. A particular analysis of some subject 
is made the basis for work. It produces definite 
results. That analysis is therefore taught in 
the schools. Everjrthing taught in a German 
school is taught categorically, and with the inten- 
tion that it shall produce a specific result. 1* he 
German seldom knows that there are two sides to 
a question, because this fact has been diligently 
concealed from him all his life by a sort of con- 
spiracy on the part of every teacher he has ever 
known. He believes that to every question, there 
is one proper side, i. e., that aspect of it which has 
been presented to him in the class-room. This 
kind of education makes excellent specialists on 
every variety of subject. The men resemble each 
other only in one point, namely, their dogmatism. 
Thus the Germans know very well what they 
know, but they are tmaware of the unknown. 
Each man lives in a field for which he has been 
trained, and which is his habitat. The intellec- 
tual life within his own paling is very easy for 
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him, almost too easy; and he seldom or never 
trespasses into the outer world. He has, however, 
a few phrases and catch-all ideas which size up 
this outside world very comfortably for him; and 
if you give him a problem which is concerned with 
the outer world he will decide it immediately; it 
appears to him to be very plain. The intellectual 
processes of Germans are indeed very simple, 
very naif. This will appear evident in all the 
quotations from German writers which are here 
reprinted. Each one of these learned men is 
dealing in these papers with a matter that is 
not his specialty. Hence his brusqueness and his 
certitude. 

But specialism entails more serious dangers 
than have been noted here. Specialism is an 
enemy to relaxation. The philosophy of it mini- 
mizes the ftmction of the tmconscious. Specialism 
makes a tool out of the soul: such at least is its 
tendency. 

Specialism presupposes that a man is to be the 
tool of somebody, — of society, perhaps, or of his 
king. The experience of being compressed into 
a special agent does not extinguish the soul. On 
the contrary, it seems to induce a remarkable, 
quasi-religious reaction in the soul. Under the 
spell of the notion that a man must be an agent, 
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and under the stimulus of wax-patriotism, the 
whole of Germany turned quite recently into a 
vast secret society. The Germans who resided 
abroad became spies by the thousand and the 
war became a Holy War. 



V 



THE HOLY WAR 



The dreadful character of the war is largely due 
to the fact that it is a "holy" war. The Zeppelins 
would never cast bombs upon non-combatants 
except at the behest of God. The deification of 
Wilhelm II is a thing quite seriously believed in 
by the German nation. The impulse towards this 
form of worship tmdoubtedly came from the peo- 
ple themselves. The piety of the nation had, 
it would seem, no other outlet. The Kaiser and 
the ruling classes perhaps adopted the faith be- 
cause this was their only practical way to rule 
the country. The divine right of kings is an old 
and a picturesque fiction. The Germans in re- 
viewing It and furbishing it up,— in making it 
"efficient," — ^applied their usual dtmasy and 
categorical methods. 

No doubt Germans differ among themselves in 
tl^e degree of their faith in the Kaiser's Godhead. 
One man is a fanatic, the next a cjmic, the next a 
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man-of -the- world who has a family to support; 
and all are embarked in this abstird belief in a 
general political way, as if the dogma were a kind 
of boat. It is what the French call bien pensant 
for Germans to believe in the Kaiser's divinity. 
The best people do it. The idea has no doubt 
been adopted as people adopt other poUtical 
shibboleths, out of convenience. The nation 
grows into such things rather than steps into them. 
This particular idea, however, of the Kaiser's 
divinity is the most dangerous that exists in Ger- 
many. It is the worst sign that has yet appeared 
of Germany's mental decline. It betrays a new 
aspect of her intellectual isolation. Here again 
we find ourselves face to face with something 
which we could not venture to call insanity yet 
which has the earmarks of insanity — ^it is incipient 
insanity. Here again we have laughed, as we 
laughed at Bemhardi's theories. The crime of 
lise-majestS had always about it a suggestion of 
buffoonery. But we ought not to have laughed. 
It is a very serious thing when a modem, sophis- 
ticated nation endows its ruler with divine attri- 
butes 4nd conducts a holy war. One cannot 
predict the precise form of nervous collapse which 
will follow the debauch. The entire nation will 
probably pass through a period of fatigue and 
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depression, of soul-hunger, melancholia, spiritual 
atrophy, suicidal despair. 

When the reaction comes the Germans will ask 
themselves as we are asking to-day: "How came 
these things about, and what did the Fatherland 
attempt to do? Was it a dream? Show us a 
history of the visitation, and read to us the words 
which the Fathers of Germany uttered while the 
fit was on." 



VI 



THE GERMAN FOREIGN POLICY. BETHMANN- 

HOLLWEG 

The speech of Bethmann-Hollweg, the Imperial 
Chancellor, on August 4th, was certainly the most 
important utterance ever made by a politician 
in Europe. It will be known by heart by the 
schoolboys of the world during the next five 
hundred years. The following quotation of its 
vital paragraph is from the London Times of 
August nth: 

Gentlemen, we are now in a state of necessity, 
and necessity knows no law! Our troops have 
occupied Luxemburg, and perhaps [as a matter of 
fact the speaker knew that Belgium had been in- 
vaded that morning] are akeady on Belgian soil. 
Gentlemen, that is contrary to the dictates of 
international law. It is true that the French 
Government has declared at Brussels that France 
is willing to respect the neutrality of Belgium as 
long as her opponent respects it. We knew, how- 
ever, that France stood ready for the invasion. 
Prance could wait, but we could not wait. A 
French movement upon our flank upon the lower 
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Rhine might have been disastrous. So we were 
compelled to override the just protests of the Lux- 
emburg and Belgian Governments. The wrong — I 
speak openly — that we are committing we will 
endeavour to make good as soon as our military 
goal has been reached. Anybody who is threatened, 
as we are threatened, and is fighting for his highest 
possessions, can have only one thought — ^how he is 
to hack his way through {wie er sich durchhaut). 

Sincerity shines from this utterance, which be- 
trays, nevertheless, a ghastly conception of inter- 
national life. The isolation of mind in which 
Germany has been living for years shows itself 
quite clearly in these words. The passage quoted 
corresponds almost verbally with many passages 
in Bemhardi, who holds that Might is Right and 
that treaties should be broken whenever con- 
venient. This school of politics teaches that it is 
"immoral" for a nation to abide by a treaty 
when material interests dictate a breach of contract. 

Bethmann-Hollweg had no inkling of how great 
a shock his words would bring to Europe, or of 
how badly the words would react against the inter- 
ests of his coimtry. The words lost him America, 
and sent cries of execration echoing about the 
world, causing men to hug the name of Germany's 
opponent, England, and to bless the hands that 
were lifted to shield Belgium,— Belgium, the child of 
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treaties, whose existence was safe-guarded only by 
honour. To Bethmann-HoUweg the ideas of his 
speech were merely current truth. His friends and 
family circle had been nurtured in these doctrines ; 
and he showed a kind of pride in proclaiming them. 
There was something worse than mere stupidity 
in Germany's mode of opening this war, there was 
infatuation. Here was Germany, flanked on the 
east by armed Russia, on the west by armed 
Prance. One would have thought that such a 
situation would suggest a conservative foreign 
policy. And yet during thirty years she openly 
avowed that she was going to conquer the world, 
and especially that she should begin by shattering 
the empire of England. Thus we perceive that 
Germany's foreign policy was bred in her own 
bowels. It had nothing to do with what the eye 
of man could see on the foreign horizon. It grew 
out of her own psychological needs. It was not 
based on international conditions; but on do- 
mestic conditions. It was the product of a 
metaphysical and brooding isolation which ended 
by making her court, as it were, the hatred of 
mankind. This is the famous "realpolitik." I 
mention it here merely to show that it is tp.rred 
with the same stick as the rest of Germany's con- 
duct. It is insensate, passionate, dogmatic. 



VII 



THE INTELLECTUALS 

ft 

The following manifesto of the Intellectuals of 
Germany reached America in time to be published 
on October loth: 

TO THE CIVILIZED WORLD 

As representatives of Science and Art we hereby 
protest to the civilized world, against the lies and 
calumnies with which our enemies are endeavouring 
to stain the honour of Germany in her hard struggle 
for existence,— in a struggle which has been forced 
upon her. 

The iron mouth of events has proved the untruth 
of the fictitious German defeats, consequently 
misrepresentation and calumny are all the more 
eagerly at work, As heralds of truth we raise our 
voices against these. 

It is not true that Germany is guilty of having 
caused this war. Neither the people, the Govern- 
ment, nor the Kaiser, wanted war. Germany did 
her utmost to prevent it ; for this assertion the world 
has documental proof. Often enough during the 
twenty-six years of his reign Wilhelm II has shown 
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himself to be the upholder of peace, and often 
enough has this fact been acknowledged by our 
opponents. Nay, even the Kaiser, whom they now 
dare to call an Attila, has been ridiculed by them 
for years because of his steadfast endeavours to 
• maintain universal peace. Not till a numerical 
superiority, which had been l3dng in wait on the 
frontiers, assailed us did the whole nation rise to 
a man. 

// is not true that we trespassed in neutral Belgium. 
It has been proved that France and England had 
resolved on such a trespass, and it has likewise 
been proved that Belgium had agreed to their 
doing so. It would have been suicide on our part 
not to have been beforehand. 

// is not true that the life and property of a single 
Belgian citizen was injured by oiu* soldiers without 
the bitterest self-defence having made it necessary; 
for again and again, notwithstanding repeated 
threats, the citizens lay in ambush, shooting at the 
troops out of the houses, mutilating the wounded, 
and miu-dering in cold blood the medical men 
while they were doing their Samaritan work. There 
can be no baser abuse than the suppression of 
these crimes, with the view of letting the Germans 
appear to be criminals, only for having justly 
punished these assassins for their wicked deeds. 

// is not true that our troops treated Louvain 
brutally. Furious inhabitants having treacherously 
fallen upon them in their quarters, our troops, with 
aching hearts, were obliged to fire a part of the 
town as a punishment. The greatest part of Lou- 
vain has been preserved. The famous Town Hall 
stands quite intact, for at great sacrifice our soldiers 
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saved it from destruction by the flames. Every 
German would of course greatly regret if in the 
course of this terrible war any works of art should 
already have been destroyed, or be destroyed at 
some future time, but inasmuch as in our love for 
art we cannot be surpassed by any other nation, 
in the same degree we must decidedly refuse to buy 
a German defeat at the cost of saving a work of art. 

// is not true that our warfare pays no respect 
to international laws. It knows no undisciplined 
cruelty. But in the east the earth is saturated with 
the blood of women and children unmercifully 
butchered by the wild Russian troops, and in the 
west dum-dum btdlets mutilate the breasts of our 
soldiers. Those who have allied themselves with 
Russians and Servians, and present such a shameful 
scene to the world as that of inciting Mongolians 
and Negroes against the white race, have no right 
whatever to call themselves upholders of civilization. 

// is not true that the combat against our so- 
called militarism is not a combat against our civili- 
zation, as our enemies hypocritically pretend it is. 
Were it not for German militarism German civili- 
zation would long since have been extirpated. For 
its protection it arose in a land which for centuries 
had been plagued by bands of robbers as no other 
land had been. The German Army and the German 
people are one, and to-day this consciousness 
fraternizes 70,000,000 of Germans, all ranks, posi- 
tions, and parties being one. 

We cannot wrest the poisonous weapon — the lie — 
out of the hands of our enemies. All we can do is 
to proclaim to the world that our enemies are giving 
false witness against us. You who know us, who 
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with us have protected the most holy possessions 
of man, we call to you: 

Have fsyith in us. Believe that we shall carry on 
this war to the end as a civilized nation, to whom the 
legacy of a Goethe, a Beethoven, and a Kant is 
just as sacred as its own hearths and homes. 

For this we pledge you our names and our honotu:. 



Adolf von Babter, 

Professor of Chemistry, 

Munich. 

WiLHELM VON BODE, 

General Director of the Royal 

Museums, Berlin. 

Professor Justus Brinkman, 

Museum Director, Hamburg. 

Richard Dehmel, 

Hamburg. 

Friedrich von Duhn, 

Professor of Archaeology, 

Heidelbeig. 

Karl Engler, 

Professor of Chemistry, 

Karlsruhe. 

Herbert Eulenberg, 

Kaiserswerth. 

WiLHELM FOERSTER 

Professor of Astronomy, Berlin. 

J. J. de Groot, 

Professor of Ethnography, 

Berlin. 

Max Halbe, 

Munich. 

Prof. Peter Berens, 

Berlin. 

Alois Brandl, 

Professor, President of the 

Shakespeare Society, Berlin. 

Johannes Conrad, 

Professor of National Economy, 

Halle. 

Adolf Deibmann, 

Professor of Theology, Berlin. 

Prof. Paul Ehrlich, 

Frankfort-on-the-Main. 



Gerhard Esser, 
Professor of Roman Catholic 
Theology, Bonn. 

Heinrich Pinke, 

Professor of History, Freiburg. 

LuDwiG Fulda, 

Berlin. 

Fritz Haber, 

Professor of Chemistry, Berlin. 

Professor Adolf von 

Harnack, 

General Director of the Royal 

Library, Berlin. 

Emil von Behring, 
Professor of Medicine, Mar- 
burg. 

Luju Brentano, 

Professor of National Economy, 

Munich. 

Franz von Defregger, 

Munich. 

Professor Wilhelm 

Dorpfeld, 

Berlin. 

Albert Ehrhard, 

Professor of Roman Catholic 

Theology, Strassburg. 

Rudolf Eucken, 

Professor of Philosophy, Jena. 

Emil Fischer, 

Professor of Chemistry, Berlin. 

Eduard von Gebhardt, 

Dusseldorf. 

Ernst Haeckel, 

Professor of 25o6logy, Jena. 

Gerhart Haufimann, 

Agnetendorf. 
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Karl Hauptmann, 

Schrieberhau. 
Andreas Heusler, 
Professor of Northern Philo- 
logyt Berlin. 

Engelbert Humperdince, 

Berlin. 

Fritz Aug. von Kaulbach, 

Munich. 

Max Klinger, 

Leipsic. 

Paul Laband, 

Professor of Jurisprudence, 

Strassburg. 

Maximilian Lenz, 

Professor of History, Hamburg. 

LuDWiG Manzel, 

President of Academy of Arts, 

Beriin. 

Sebastian Merkle, 

Professor of Roman Catholic 

Theology, Wurzburg. 

GusTAv Hellmann, 
Professor of Meteorology, 

Berlin. 
Adolf von Hildebrand, 
Munich. 
Leopold Graf Kalckreuth, 
President of the German Con- 
federation of Artists, Eddel- 
sen. 

Thbodor Kipp, 

Professor of Jurisprudence, 

Berlin. 

Alois Knoepfler, 

Professor of History of Art, 

{Munich. 

Karl Lamprecht, 

Professor of History, Leipsic. 

Max Liebermann, 

Berlin. 
Josef Mausbach, 
Professor of Roman Catholic 
Theology, Munster. 

Eduard Meyer, 
Professor of History, Berlin. 
WiLHELM Herrmann, 
Professor of Protestant Theo- 
logy, Marburg. 



LuDwiG Hoffmann, 

City Architect, Berlin. 

Arthur Kampf, 

Berlin. 

Felix Klein, 

Professor of Mathematics, 

Goettingen. 

, Anton Koch, 

Professor of Roman Catholic 

Theology, Munster. 

Philipp Lenard, 

Professor of Physics, 

Heidelberg. 

Franz von Liszt, 

Professor of Jurisprudence, 

Berlin. 

Georg von Mayr, 

Professor of Sciences, Munich. 

Heinrich Morf, 

Professor of Roman Philology, 

Berlin. 

Friedrich Naumann, 

Berlin. 

Wilhelm Ostwald, 

Prof essorjof Chemistry, Leipsic. 

Albert Plehn, 
Professor of Medicine, Berlin. 

Alois Riehl, 
Professor of Philosophy, Berlin. 

Max Rubner, 

Professor of Maiicine, Berlin. 

August Schmidlin, 

Professor of Sacred History, 

Munster. 

Albert Neisser, 

Professor of Medicine, Breslau. 

Bruno Paul, 
Director of School of Applied 
Arts, Berlin. 

Gborg Reicke, 

Berlin. 

Karl Robert, 

P rof essor of Archaeology, Halle. 

Fritz Schaper, 

Berlin. 

GuSTAV VON Schmoller, 

Professor of National Economy, 

Berlin. 

Walter Nernst, 

Professor of Physics, BerUn. 
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Max Planck, 
Professor of Physics, Berlin. 

Prof. Max Reinhardt, 

Director of German Theatre, 

Berlin. 

WiLHELM R5NTGBN, 

Professor of Physics, Munich. 

^DOLF VON Schlatter, 
Professor of Protestant Theo- 
logy, Tubingen. 

Reinhold Seebbrg, 
Professor of Protestant Theo- 
logy* Berlin. 

Martin Spahn, 

Professor of History, Strass- 

burg. 

Hans Thoma, 

Karlsruhe. 
Richard Vob, 
Berchtesgaden. 

WiLHELM WaLDEYER, 

Professor of Anatomy, Berlin. 

Theodore Wiegand, 

Museum Director, Berlin. 

Richard Willstatter, 

Professor of Chemistry, Berlin. 



Franz von Stuck, 

Munich. 

WiLHELM TrCBNER, 

Karlsruhe. 

Karl Vobler, 

Professor of Roman Philology, 

Munich. 

Aug. von Wasseriian?t, 

Professor of Medicine, Berlin. 

WiLHELM Wien, 
Professor of Physics, Wurzburg. 

WiLHELM WiNDELBAND, 

Professor of Philosophy, 

Heidelberg. 

Hermann Sudermann, 

Berlin. 

Karl Vollmoller, 

Stuttgart. 

Siegfried Wagner, 

Bayreuth. 

Pelix von Weingartner. 

Ulrich von Wilamowitz- 

Moellendorff, 

Professor of Philology, Berlin. 

WiLHELM WUNDT, 

Professor of Philosophy, 
Leipsic. 



The first thing that will strike anyone about this 
paper is in its ingenuousness. It betrays genuine 
surprise that any one should have doubted Ger- 
man honour, and genuine belief that this declaration 
by important men will cure the misimderstanding. 
The signers are unaccustomed to the calumnies of 
political life, to the slanders that fly in war time. 
They rise from their chairs to exorcise the enemies 
of their country's good name. The words which 
they sign have, to be sure, been put into their 
mouths; — ^for what educated person could origi- 
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nate a paragraph like the one which deals with 
Belgian neutrality? *' It is not true that we tres- 
passed in neutral Belgium. ... It would have 
been suicide on our part not to have been before- 
hand." 

The total lack of interest in all proof as to 
any of the assertions of the document is strange 
in scientific men. The extraordinary crudity, 
amounting almost to incoherency , — as if the voice of 
the speakers were choked with passion, — ^is strange 
as coming from men who say they speak for Art. 
The language of the address gives one a notion that 
Ktdtur is, after all, not quite the same thing as 
Cultivation. For a sort of boorish self-assertion 
pervades the document. The intellectual tone of 
it is quite low; and the embellishments due to 
literary art are clumsy. '* Our troops with aching 
hearts were obliged to fire" is certainly exaggerated. 
Then, the philosophic theory which is propounded 
towards the close of the appeal, namely, that 
''Militarism in Germany arose in order to protect 
civilization from bands of robbers," — gives a very 
hasty review of German history — very hasty and 
very emotional. 

Indeed the emotionalism of this document 
strikes us as keenly as its ingenuousness. It is 
signed by men who are out of their wits with 
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excitement. They are banging the doors and 
throwing the books about. And these are the 
greatest minds in Germany. 

Of course we know how the document must 
have arisen. One of the enthusiastic professors 
drew the paper, and the authorities sent it around 
Germany for signature. The Emperor's name 
was behind it. Let us imagine that the aged 
Professor Wilhehn Foerster of Berlin, a man of 
eighty odd, is sitting in his library, mourning 
over the war, when a high Imperial official with 
a brass helmet on his head, is ushered in, bringing 
this Appeal for the aged Professor to sign. He 
cannot amend it, he cannot qualify it, or make a 
qualified acceptance of it. Sign he must. More- 
over he is anxious to sign. I imagine that every 
single Professor whose signature was requested 
gave it with fervour. The Intellectuals were 
obliged to sign, but they also wanted to sign. 
That is the significant part of the matter. 

These gentlemen and scholars of Germany all 
with one accord blew this blast upon their trum- 
pets. We may ask ourselves: Could not one of 
them have held back and issued a statement of 
his own in which the marks of an elevated mind 
should more appear? But to suggest such a thing 
is to misimderstand Germany. All of these men — 
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I was going to say ''think alike." But it is not 
thinking, it is siiflfering. They all agonize alike. 

It is gratifying to find that the literati of Ger- 
many resent the habit which foreigners have of 
referring to the Imperial soldiers as *'Huns." 
The interest which these literati take in political 
matters is very intense and is also quite recent ; or 
they would have remembered that it was the Em- 
peror William himself who charged his soldiers 
to deserve the name of ''Hims," — ^advice which 
they followed soon thereafter in China and sub- 
sequently in Belgium. 

At the time of the Boxer Rebellion in 1900, when 
the first troops were being sent from Germany, 
* the Emperor enjoined them to take no prison- 
ers and give no quarter, and to make the name 
of Germany a terror in China that would be re- 
membered like that of Attila and his Htms for 
a thousand years. "Such vindictive utterances 
jarred on the ears of the public, and when soldiers 
wrote home about immilitary barbarities appro- 
priate to Htms, saying they were obeying the 
Emperor's orders, satirical strictures in the news- 
papers directed against the Emperor were plainer 
and sharper than they ever were before." ' 

The foregoing quotation is from Appleton's 
Annual Cydopcedia, 1900, p. 258. 
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It will be noticed that Professors Eucken and 
Haeckel are included among the ninety-three 
intellectual signers of the above document. These 
two men joined also in a special and peculiar address 
to Americans. They have little in common except 
that they both live at Jena. Eucken is a gentle, 
spiritual moralist. Haeckel is a scientific man, a 
biologist. Each is world-famous in his own depart- 
ment. Their first letter, published in America 
on October lOth, is as follows: 



The whole German world of letters is to-day 
filled with deep resentment and strong moral 
indignation at the present behaviour of England. 
Both of us, for many years bound to England by 
numerous scientific and personal ties, believe our- 
selves prepared to give open expression to this 
inward revulsion. In close co-operation with like- 
minded English investigators we have zealously 
exerted ourselves to bring the two great peoples 
closer together in spirit and to promote a mutual 
understanding. A fruitful reciprocal interchange 
of English and German culture seemed to us worth 
while, indeed necessary for the spiritual advance of 
mankind, which to-day confront such great prob- 
lems. Gratefully we recall in this connection the 
friendly reception which our efforts received in 
England. So great and noble were the traits of 
English character which revealed themselves to us 
that we were permitted to hope that in their sure 
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growth they would come to be superior to the pit- 
falls and seamy sides of this character. And now 
they have proved inferior, inferior to the old evil 
of a brutal national egoism which recognizes no 
rights on the part of others, which, unconcerned 
about morality or unmorality pursues only its 
own advantage. 

History f luiiishes in abundance examples of such 
an unscrupulous egoism; we need recall here only 
the destruction of the Danish fleet (1807) and the 
theft of the Dutch colonies in the Napoleonic wars. 
But what is taking place to-day is the worst of all; 
it will be forever pointed at in the annals of world 
history as England's indelible shame. England 
fights in behalf of a Slavic, half-Asiatic power 
against Germanism; she fights on the side not only 
of barbarism but also of moral injustice, for it is 
indeed not forgotten that Russia began the war 
because she would permit no radical reparation for 
a shameful murder. 

It is England whose fault has extended the pre- 
sent war into a world war, and has thereby en- 
dangered our joint culture. And all this for what 
reason? Because she was jealous of Germany's 
greatness, because she wanted to hinder at any 
price a further growth of this greatness. For there 
cannot be the least doubt on this point that England 
was determined in advance to cast as many ob- 
stacles as possible in the way of Germany's existence 
in this struggle of the giants, and to hinder her as 
much as possible in the full development of her 
powers. She (England) was watching only for 
^ favourable opportunity when she could break 
out suddenly agaixlst Germany, and she therefore 
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promptly seized on the Invasion of Belgium, so 
necessary to Germany, in order that she might 
cover with a small cloak of decency her brutal 
national egoism. Or is there in the whole wide 
world any one so simple as to believe that England 
would have declared war on France also if the 
latter had invaded Belgitmi? In that event she 
would have wept hypocritical tears over the un- 
avoidable violation of international law; but as for 
the rest she would have laughed in her sleeve with 
great satisfaction. This hypocritical Pharisaism 
is the most repugnant feature of the whole matter; 
it deserves nothing but contempt. 

The history of the world shows that such senti- 
ments lead the nations not upward but downward. 
For the present, however, we trust firmly in our 
just cause, in the superior strength and the un- 
3delding victorious spirit of the German people. 
Yet we must at the same time lament deeply that 
that boundless egoism has disturbed for an im- 
measurable period of time the spiritual co-operation 
of the two peoples which promised so much good 
for the development of mankind. But they wished 
it so there — on England alone falls the monstrous 
guilt and the historical responsibility. 



Rudolf Eucken. 
Ernst Haeckel. 



Jena, Aug. i8, 1914. 



Their second letter, published a little later, was 
as follows : 
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Germany's culture 



Philosophers Eucken and Haeckel Appeal to 

American Scholars 

To the Universities of America: 

in a time when half of the world falls upon Ger- 
many full of hatred and envy, we Germans derive 
great benefit from the idea of otir being sure of the 
friendly feeling of the American universities. If 
from any quarter in the world, it must be from them 
that we expect the right comprehension of the 
present situation and present attitude of Germany. 
Ntmierous American scholars who received their 
scientific training at our universities have con- 
vinced themselves of the quality and the peaceful 
tendency of German work, the exchange of scientists 
has proved of deepening influence on the mutual 
understanding, the lasting intercourse of scholarly 
research gives us the feeling of being members of 
one great community. This is why we entertain 
the hope that the scientific circles of America will 
not give credit to the libels our enemies propagate 
against us. 

Those libels, above all, accuse Germany of hav- 
ing brought about the present war, she being 
responsible for the monstrous struggle which is 
extending more and more over the whole world. 
The truth points to the contrary. Our foes have 
disturbed us in our peaceful work, forcing the war 
upon us very much against our desire. We are at 
arighteous war for the preservation of our existence 
and at the same time of sacred goods of humanity. 
The murder of Seraievo was not our work; it was 
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the outcome of a widely extending conspiracy point- 
ing back to Servia, where for many years abready 
a passionate agitation against Austria had been 
carried on, supported by Russia. It was Russia, 
therefore, that took the assassins under her wings, 
and some weeks already before the war broke out 
she promised her assistance to that blood-stained 
State. Nobody but Russia has given the danger- 
ous turn to the conflict; nobody but Russia is to 
blame for the outbreak of the war. The German 
Emperor, who had proved his love of peace by a 
peaceful reign of more than twenty-five years, in 
face of the imminent danger, tried to intermediate 
between Austria and Russia with the greatest zeal, 
but while he was negotiating with the Czar Russia 
was busy with the mobilization of a large army 
toward the German frontier. This necessitated 
an open and decisive inquiry that led to the war. 
This only happened because Russia wanted it so, 
because she wanted to raise the Moscovites against 
the Germans and the Western Slavs and to lead 
Asia into the field against Europe. 

iPrance, too, might have kept the peace, the deci- 
sion resting solely with her. The security of Ger- 
many demanded that she should inquire what 
France would do in the impending war; the answer 
of France unmistakably betrayed her intention to 
join in the war. As a matter of fact, it was not 
Germany but France who conmienced the war. 

England already before the war stood in close 
relations to France. From the very beginning she 
has clearly shown that she by no means wanted to 
keep absolutely neutral. From the very beginning 
she made endeavours to protect France against 
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Germany. Undoubtedly the German invasion in 
Belgium served England as a welcome pretext 
to openly declare her hostility. In reality, before 
the German invasion, already the neutrality of 
Belgium had been given up in favour of the French. 
It has been officially stated, e, g., that not only 
before but also after the outbreak of the war French 
officers have been at Lifege in order to instruct the 
Belgian soldiers as to the fortification service. 
England's complaints of the violation of international 
law, however, are the most atrocious hypocrisy 
and the vilest Pharisaism. At all times English 
politics have tmscrupulously disregarded all forms 
of law as soon as their own interest was touched. 
During the last few weeks the same method has 
been quite sufficiently manifested in the unlawful 
capture of the Turkish warships, and still more 
so in the instigation of the Japanese to tmdertake 
the detestable raid upon the German territory in 
China, which needs must end in strengthening the 
power of that Mongolian nation at the costs of 
Europeans and Americans. 

How is it possible for a nation that in such a way 
has betrayed precious interests of Western ctdture 
as soon as it seems to benefit them, how is it possible 
for these accomplices of the Japanese robbery to 
put on the air of being the guardians of morality? 

We Germans did not want this war, but as it has 
been forced upon us we shall carry it on bravely 
and vigorously. In the face of all envy and hatred, 
all brutality and hypocrisy, Germany feels tmshak- 
ably conscious of serving a righteous cause and of 
standing up for the preservation of her national 
self, as well as for sacred goods of humanity; indeed, 
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for the very progress of true culture. It is from 
this conviction that she draws her unrelenting 
force and the absolute certainty that she will beat 
back the assault of all her enemies. This convic- 
tion does not stand in need of any encouragement 
from abroad; our country absolutely relies upon 
itself and confides in the strength of its right. 

Nevertheless, the idea of our American friends' 
thoughts and S3rmpathies being with us gives us a 
strong feeling of comfort in this gigantic struggle. 
We both of us feel especially justified in pronotmcing 
this as being the conviction of all German scientists, 
as so many scientific and personal relations connect 
us both with the universities of America. These 
universities know what German culture means to 
the world, so we trust they will stand by Germany. 

Rudolf Eucken, 
Ernst Haeckel. 
Jena, Aug. 31, 1914. 

The chief impression that we get from both of 
these letters is one of bad temper. The spirit and 
the imagery of the letters are those of a horrid 
little boy in the street who throws stones at a man 
he dislikes and calls him names. Doctor Lenard 
of Heidelberg is another of the immortal Ninety- 
three. I judge that he must be a man of import- 
ance in Germany. 

The following is from the New York Herald of 
October 5th: 
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[Special Cable to the Herald] 
Herald Bureau, 

No. 130 Fleet Street, 
London, Sunday. 

Dr. Lenard, professor of physics at Heidelberg, 
has issued a violent pamphlet against England, 
entitled England and Germany at the Time of the 
Great War, The concluding passages, taken from 
the Hamburger Fremdenblatt, are sufficient to quote: 

"As regards the battlefields which surround us on 
every side, they must not — now that the sword has 
been pressed into our hands with so much criminal- 
ity and arrogance — ^become quiet tmtil England, 
the chief originator of all this, has been so humili- 
ated as is only possible for us to achieve. It is 
part of the art of war to inflict upon the enemy all 
those evils which he has set out to inflict upon us, 
including complete destruction. 

" Down, then, with all consideration for England's 
so-called culture! The central nest and supreme 
academy for all hypocrisy in the world, which is on 
the Thames, must be destroyed if the work is to 
be done thoroughly. No respect for the tomb- 
stones of Shakespeare, Newton, and Faraday! 
The spirit of these great men has long ago passed 
into the souls of the living — ^and more so in those 
cotmtries which England is trying to put down than 
in England itself. Down with all this! We must 
realize that there can be no real peace with a high- 
way man tmtil he has collapsed or has been destroyed. 

"Only an England thoroughly altered, improved, 
bettered and then matured and ripened for pacific 
co-operation in every domain — only such an Eng- 
land, or else one destroyed, will permit the nations 
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of the world to proceed in peace in their advance- 
ment. Indeed, the idea of honesty, that supreme 
principle of men, is running the risk of going down. 
It is being violated by modem England systemati- 
cally. The struggle upon which we have entered 
is therefore something more than even a struggle 
for the existence and honour of the Fatherland; 
it is a crusade for the assertion of honesty on earth ! " 

It will be remembered that Remain Rolland, 
the French novelist, wrote a long letter to the 
German poet, Hauptmann, begging Hauptmann 
to declare his disapproval of the destruction of 
Louvain. The following is Hauptmann's reply. 
It is from the New York Times of October nth: 

HAUPTBIANN TO ROLLAND 

GERMAN POET RETORTS FIERCELY TO ARRAIGNMENT 

OF THE FATHERLAND 

In reply to a letter written to him by Romain 
Rolland, the French author, reproaching him with 
the warfare carried on by the Germans against the 
historic monuments of Belgium and Prance, Ger- 
hart Hauptmann, the poet and leader of German 
thought, has written a letter full of fierce resentment 
of what the Germans consider misrepresentation of 
the war's causes in foreign lands and of the wrath 
of conviction of the justice of the German cause. 
The letter which appears in the Vossische Zeitung^ 
reads as follows : 

"You address me, Herr Rolland, in public words 
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which breathe the pain of this war (forced by Russia, 
England, and France), pain over the endangering 
of European culture and the destruction of hal- 
lowed memorials of ancient art. I share in this 
general sorrow. What I cannot consent to is to 
give an answer whose spirit you have already pre- 
scribed and concerning which you wrongly assert 
that it is awaited by all Europe. I know that you 
are of German blood. Your beautiful novel Jean- 
Christophe, will remain immortal among us Ger- 
mans, together with Wilhelm Meister, and Der 
griine Heinrich. 

"France became your adopted Fatherland; there- 
fore your heart must now be torn — and your judg- 
ment confused. You have worked with zeal for 
the reconciliation of both peoples. In spite of this, 
now when the bloody quarrel has destroyed your 
fair concept of peace, as it has so many others, you 
regard our nation and our people through French 
eyes, and every attempt to make you see clearly 
from the German point of view, is absolutely 
certain to be in vain. 

"Naturally, everything you say of our Govern- 
ment, our army, our people, is distorted; everything 
is false; so false that in this respect your open letter 
seems to me a blank and empty surface. War is 
war. You may lament war, but must not wonder 
at things which are inseparable from this elemental 
consideration. Assuredly, it is tragic when, in the 
hand-to-hand confusion of conflict, an irreplaceable 
Rubens is destroyed; but — ^with all honour to 
Rubens — I am of those in whom the shattered 
breast of his brother compels a far deeper pain. 

"And, Herr Rolland, it does no good for you to 
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adopt a tone that implies that the people of your 
land, the French, are marching out against us with 
palm branches, when in reality they are plentifully 
furnished with cannon, with cartridges — yes, even 
with dimidimi bullets. Certainly you have grown 
fearful of our heroic armies. That is to the glory 
of a power which is invincible through the justice 
of its cause. The German soldier is unsullied by 
the loathsome and puerile were-wolf tales which 
your lying French Press so zealously spreads abroad, 
that Press which the French and the Belgian people 
have their misforttme to read. 

"Let the idle Englishman call us *Htms*; you 
may, for all I care, characterize the warriors of oiu* 
splendid Landwehr as 'sons of Attila'; it is enough 
for us if this Landwehr shatters to bits the ring of 
our merciless enemies. Far better that you call 
us 'sons of Attila, ' cross yourself in fear, and remain 
outside our borders, than that you indict tender 
inscriptions upon the tomb of our German name, 
calling us as 'the beloved descendants of Goethe.* 
The epithet 'Htms, ' is coined by people who, them- 
selves Huns, find themselves disappointed in their 
criminal attacks on the life of a sound and valorous 
race, because this race knows how to parry a fearful 
blow with still more fearful force. The impotent 
take refuge in curses. 

"I say nothing against the Belgian people. The 
peaceful passage of German troops, a question of 
life for Germany, was refused by Belgitun because 
its Government had made itself a tool of England 
and France. This same Government then organ- 
ized an unparallelled guerrilla warfare, in order to 
cover its indefensible position, and by that act — 



The Intellectuals 57 

Herr Rolland, you are a musician! — struck the 
horrible keynote of conflict. If you are at all in 
a position to break' your way through the giants' 
wall of anti-German lies, read the message to Amer- 
ica by our Imperial Chancellor, of Sept. 7; read, 
further, the telegram which on Sept. 8 the Kaiser 
himself addressed to President Wilson. You will 
then discover things which it is necessary to know 
in order to understand the calamity of Louvain. 



<< 



Gerhart Hauptmann." 



Since Hauptmann thinks that the Emperor's 
letter to President Wilson and the Chancellor's 
letter to the American people justify the destruc- 
tion of Louvain, it may be as well to print those 
documents. 

The Kaiser to President Wilson: 

EMPEROR WILLIAM TO PRESIDENT WILSON UNDER DATE 

OF SEPTEMBER 4 

I consider it my duty, sir, to inform you as the 
most notable representative of the principles of 
humanity, that after the capture of the French 
fort of Longwy my troops fotmd in that place 
thousands of dtmidum bullets which had been 
manufactured in special works by the French 
Government. Such bullets were found not only 
on French killed and wounded soldiers and on 
French prisoners, but also on English troops. You 
know what terrible wounds and awfid suffering 
are caused by these bullets, and that their use 
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is strictly forbidden by the generally recognized 
rules of international warfare. 

I solemnly protest to you against the way in 
which this war is being waged by our opponents, 
whose methods are making it one of the most bar- 
barous in history. Besides the use of these awful 
weapons the Belgian Government has openly 
incited the civil population to participate in the 
fighting and has for a long time carefully organized 
their resistance. The cruelties practised in this 
guerrilla warfare, even by women and priests, toward 
wounded soldiers and doctors and hospital nurses 
— physicians were killed and lazarettes fired on — 
were such that eventually the generals were com- 
pelled to adopt the strongest measures to punish 
the guilty and frighten the blood-thirsty population 
from continuing their shameful deeds. 

Some villages and even the old town of Louvain, 
with the exception of its beautiful Town Hall (Hotel 
de Ville), had to be destroyed for the protection of 
my troops. 

My heart bleeds when I see such measures in- 
evitable and when I think of the many innocent 
people who have lost their houses and property 
as a result of the misdeeds of the guilty. 

(Signed) Wilhelm I. R. 
Bethmann-Hollweg to the Americans : 

Dr. von Bethmann-Hollweg, the German Chan- 
cellor, early in September made a formal statement 
to the Associated Press. The existence of the 
statement was known, but it failed to reach America 
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by either mail or cable, and its text has become 
available through a copy of the North German 
Gazette, just received here. The Chancellor's state- 
ment follows: 

"General Headquarters, September 2. 

"I do not know what is thought of this war 
in America. I assume there have been published 
in America the telegrams exchanged between the 
German Emperor, the Emperor of Russia, and the 
King of England containing the history of the events 
that preceded the outbreak of the war and which 
bear irrefutable testimony of how the Emperor, 
tmtil the last moment, strove hard to preserve the 
peace. 

"These efforts had to be futile, as Russia under 
all circumstances had resolved upon war, and as 
England, which for decades had encouraged the 
anti-German nationalism in Russia and France, 
did not avail herself of the splendid opportunity 
offered her to prove her often emphasized love of 
peace; otherwise the war between Germany and 
France and England could have been averted. 

WANTS TO CRUSH GERMANS 

"When once the archives are opened, the world 
will learn how often Germany extended to Eng- 
land her friendly hand, but England did not desire 
the friendship of Germany. Jealous of the develop- 
ment of Germany and feeling that by German 
eflBciency and German industry she has been sur- 
passed in some fields, she had the desire to crush 
Germany by brute force, as she in former times 
subdued Spain, Holland, and France. She believed 
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the moment had arrived, and therefore the entry 
of German troops into Belgium gave her a welcome 
pretext to take part in the war. 

"Germany, however, was forced to enter Belgium 
because she had to forestall the planned French 
advance, and Belgitmi 6nly awaited this advance 
to join France. That only a pretext was involved 
as far as England is concerned is proven by the 
fact that already on the afternoon of August 2 — 
that is, prior to the violation of Belgian neutrality 
by Germany — Sir Edward Grey assured the French 
Ambassador unconditionally of the help of England 
in case the German fleet attacked the French coast. 

NO ENGLISH MORAL SCRUPLE 

"Moral scruple, however, the English policy 
does not know. And thus the English people, who 
always posed as the protagonist of freedom and 
right, has allied itself with Russia, the representative 
of the most terrible barbarism, a country that knows 
no spiritual or religious freedom, that tramples 
upon the freedom of peoples as well as of individuals. 
Ah-eady England is beginning to recognize that she 
has made a mistake in her calculations and that 
Germany will master her enemies. She is therefore 
trying by the pettiest means to injure Germany as 
much as possible in her conmierce and colonies by 
instigating Japan, regardless of the consequences 
to the cultural commimity of the white race, to a 
pillaging expedition against Kiau-Chau, and lead- 
ing the negroes in Africa to fight against the 
Germans in the colonies. 

** Having strangled the news service of Germany 
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to the whole world and having opened the cam- 
paign against us with a falsehood, England will 
tell your countrymen that the German troops 
burned down Belgian villages and cities, but will 
pass over in silence the fact that Belgian girls 
gouged out the eyes of defenceless wounded. Offi- 
cials of Belgian cities have invited our officers to 
dinner and shot and kiUed them across the table. 
Contrary to all international law, the whole civilian 
population of Belgium was called out and, after 
having at first shown friendliness, carried on in the 
rear of our troops terrible warfare with concealed 
weapons. 

CUT soldiers' throats 

"Belgian women cut the throats of soldiers whom 
they had quartered in their homes while they were 
sleeping. England also will say nothing of the 
dimidimi bullets which are being used by the 
English and French, despite all conventions and 
their hypocritical proclamations of htmianity, which 
can be seen here in their original packing as they 
were found on French and English prisoners of war. 

"The Emperor has authorized me to say all this 
and to state that he has fuU confidence in the sense 
of justice of the American people which will not 
allow itself to be deceived through the war of false- 
hoods which our enemies are conducting against us." 

The statement of the Chancellor closes as follows: 

"Every one who has lived in Germany since the 
outbreak of the war has been able to witness the 
great moral uprising of all Germans, who, pressed 
hard on all sides, cheerfully take the field for the 
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defence of their rights and their existence; every 
one knows that this people is not capable of any 
unnecessary cruelty or of any brutality. We will 
win, thanks to the great moral strength which our 
just cause gives to our troops, and in the end the 
greatest falsehood will be able to obscure our victo- 
ries as little as they do our rights." 

It will be observed that the destruction of the 
University of Louvain has never been justified. 
Louvain is a small town and one wotdd think that 
any "sniping" could have been dealt with 
without destroying manuscripts and architecture, 
by shooting as many civilians as was necessary. 
To turn machine guns against ancient University 
buildings was the act of wild beasts. As a mat- 
ter of fact no one knows exactly what happened 
at Louvain, — save that the Germans burned all of 
it except the Town Hall. Whether or not they 
did it " with aching hearts " is really not known. 
In connection with the discussion of sniping 
about which Germany] has such strong and such 
virtuous feelings, it is worth while to study the 
German theories of sniping which apply when 
Germany is invaded. 

The following is a Special Cable to the New 
York Times: 

Amsterdam, November 15 (Dispatch to the 
London Standard). — An interesting German mili- 
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tary proclamation has been circulated in those 
parts of the Eastern Prussian provinces now being 
invaded for the second time by the Russian Army. 
It contains the following passage: 

" When the enemy crosses the frontiers of Im- 
perial Germany there ensues a struggle of national 
defence in which all methods are permissible. It 
is the duty of every man capable of bearing arms 
to stem the invasion and harass the enemy till 
he retires. The whole population must take up 
arms to keep the enemy always in a state of 
tmrest, to seize his ammunition, to stop his food 
supplies, to capture his scouts, to destroy by any 
means whatsoever his ambulance and field hos- 
pitals, and to shoot him down during the night. 

** The men of the Landsturm who perform such 
duties should not wear uniforms, becatise by re- 
taining their civilian dress they are less conspicuous 
and thus are in a better position to attack the 
enemy unawares." 

Another poet, Wolfkehl, raised his voice in 
answer to Rolland. The following is from the 
New York Times ^ October 14th: 

A reply to the letter of complaint written by 
Romain Rolland, the French novelist, to Gerhart 
Hauptmann, the German playwright, but couched 
in far more solemn terms than the angry answer 
made by Hauptmann himself, is that of Karl Wolf- 
kehl, the poet, which appeared in the Frankfurter 
Zeitung of September 12th. Herr Wolfkehl does 
not boast, as did Hauptmann, of the rash glories of 
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war ; but in reply to Rolland's charges of Gennan 
destructiveness in Belgium, sees in them a terrible 
purge of Europe, and asserts that Germany is not 
merely fighting France for its own protection, but 
is really fighting for the protection of Europe against 
Muscovite hordes. He sa3rs, in part: 

''Such a fate is this war. No one wanted it in 
our Germany, for it was forced upon us with ter- 
rible arbitrariness, contrary to all right. Do you 
not know of the net that has been spun arotmd us 
and drawn tight for the last half of a generation, to 
choke us? Do you not know how often this most 
peaceful of peoples has drawn back, how often the 
strange powers in the East and in the West have 
with contemptuous snarls said: 'Wilhelm will not 
make war?' That you ought to know, RoUand, 
for it is known to the whole world." 



THE WAR "came FROM GOD*' 



'* But I will betray something to you that you can- 
not know, because you are a stranger; and this will 
probably show you where we see fate. I will 
betray to you the fact that there is still another 
Germany behind the exterior in which great poli- 
tics and great finance meet with the literary cham- 
pions of Europe. That Germany tells you in this 
heavy hour of Europe: 

" This undesired war that has been forced upon us 
is nevertheless a necessity; it had to come to pass 
for the sake of Germany and the world of European 
humanity, for the sake of the world. We did not 
want it but it came from God. Our poet knew 
of it. He saw this war and its necessity and its 



The Intellectuals ' 65 

virtues, and heralded it, long before an ugly sus- 
picion of it flew through the year — ^bef ore the leaves 
began to turn. The "Stem des Bundes" [*'Star 
of the Federation" ] is this book of prophecy, this 
book of necessity an4 of triiunph. 

"The present need and the present triumph are 
quite human and quite inexorable. They have a 
part in all that has taken place, and they are unpre- 
cedented and new. None of us — do you hear, 
RoUand? — none of us Germans to-day would hesi- 
tate to help destroy every monument of our holy 
German past, if necessity made it a matter of the 
last ditch, for that from which alone all monuments 
of all times draw their right of existence and their 
worth unless they are empty husks, skeletons, and 
framework; even so we alone may ask what shall 
come to pass, not what shall cease. Which ruins 
are ravings, and which are the pains of childbirth, 
we do not presume to decide; but you, too, who are 
so pained by ruins, even as we are pained by them 
— you, too, do not know it. 

" To-day it is a question of the life or death of the 
European Soul. Do you not believe that this soul 
is more endangered at the hands of the hordes of 
stub-nosed Slavs than of the phalanx of those whom 
you, Rolland, call Huns? Your sense must give 
you the right to answer. Recall the terrible story 
of Russian incendiarism for the last hundred years, 
which has torn to pieces in ever-increasing lust for 
murder bodies and souls; recall the eternally per- 
jured and law-defying regiment of gravediggers; 
and then blush that you have characterized as a 
heavy crime a manfully confessed act of self-defence 
on the part of the Germans, the temporary occupa- 
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tion of Belgitim! Blush that you have forgotten 
the Russian Moloch now loosed upon us, drunk with 
the blood and tears of alien peoples as well as of its 
own children! That you have forgotten all that, 
in order to lament over buildings which we have 
been forced in self-defence — again in self-defence — 
to sacrifice! And blush for those of your people 
who have become accomplices of that Moloch! 
Those who are sinning against the Holy Ghost of 
Europe, in order to attempt belated vengeance 
against Germany ! Do you know what the ancients, 
the very Greeks and Romans from whom you have 
drawn your blood and temperament, called that 
sin? Blood-guiltiness is the name of that horror. 
And do you know how it is atoned for? I shrink 
to ask further, yea, even to think further; for horror 
falls upon me, and I see the tmspeakable. 

" To-day, battling against you allies of the swarms 
of Muscovites, we Europeans are battling also for 
that France which you are threatening — you, not 
we! 



f " 



GERMAN INTELLECTUALS "ALL AFIRE** 



"Yes, Romain Rolland, try. Frenchman that you 
are, to look into the mysteries of the time. Ask 
yourself, marvel, how it comes to pass that we, the 
Intellectuals among the Germans, take part without 
exception in this dreadful war; take part with body 
and soul. None of us ambitious, none of us a poli- 
tician, not one of us who, till this war, busied him- 
self about anjrthing except his idea, the Palladium 
of his life! And now we are all afire, with all our 
hearts, with our whole people, all full of determina- 
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tion and prepared for the last. All our youth 
in the field, every man among us thrilled with faith 
in our God and this battle of our God, every man 
among us conscious of the sacred necessity that 
has driven us, every man among us consecrated 
for timely death! Are these incendiaries? Are 
these slaves, whom a despot points the way to the 
roUing dead? Every one knows it is our all that 
it at stake; it is a matter of the divine in humanity, 
a matter of our preservation and that of Europe. 

" And so we stand amid death and ruins imder the 
Star — one Federation, one single Union. This I 
have had to tell you, whether you will listen to it, 
whether Europe has ears to hear it, or not. From 
now on, may our deeds be our words! " 

Hamack's address ought to be reserved for 

special study. Hamack is the foremost authority 

in the world on the Life of Christ, and he is also 

a theologian of importance. There is about his 

address a time-serving flavour. It is the speech 

of the habitual courtier; though in this instance 

he is courting Americans. These things make us 

wonder how far and how deeply Simday-School 

learning ever penetrates a man's real inner 
character. 

GERMANY AND THE PRESENT WAR. AN APPEAL TO 

AMERICANS 

[Professor von Hamack, bom in 1851 at Dorpat, began his 
academic career at the University of Leipsic in 1874. In 
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1876 he was transferred as professor to the University of 
Giessen, in 1886 to the University of Marburg, and in 1888, 
to the University of Berlin, of whose many-sided intellectual 
life he has long been one of the chief ornaments as professor 
of church history. Professor von Hamack has received almost 
\ every civil and academic honour that could possibly be paid 
to him. He holds many important public positions, including 
those of General Director of the Royal Library of Berlin and 
President of the Kaiser Wilhelm Association for Research. 
No man in Germany and no scholar in all the world is more 
honoured than Professor Hamack.'] 

Citizens of the United States^ Ladies and Gentlemen: 
I deem it a pleasure as well as an honour to be 
allowed to address you to-day after the speech of 
our revered Oberbur germeister. 

Let me begin with a personal reminiscence: Just 
ten years ago I was in the United States, and I 
have brought back from there unforgettable im- 
pressions. Which of these was the strongest? — 
Not the roaring falls of Niagara, not the wonderful 
entrance into the harbour of New York with its 
gigantic buildings, not the immense exposition at 
St. Louis in its proud greatness, not the splendid 
universities of Harvard and Columbia, nor the 
Congressional Library at Washington — all these are 
works either of the technical sciences or of nature 
and cannot arouse our highest admiration, or make 
on us the deepest impression. What was the deepest 
impression? It was two-fold: first, the great work 
of the American nation as such, and then Ameri- 
can hospitality. The great work of the American 
nation is the nation itself! 

* An address delivered at a German- American meeting held 
in the Berlin City Hall, August 11, 1914. 
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From the smallest begimiings the American na- 
tion has been developing for two hundred years 
into a worid nation of more than a hundred million 
souls; a whole continent from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific Ocean, from the Great Lakes to the West 
Indies has not merely been occupied by it but civi- 
lized; but not merely civilized: all that immigrated 
into its territory, this nation has assimilated with 
an indescribable power and consolidated into the 
union of a great noble nation of "educated men." 
History has never seen the like before; after two 
or at the most, three generations — ^whoever may 
come — they are all assimilated into the American 
body and into the American spirit. And this is 
done without petty regulations, without the co- 
operation of the police. Into the solid framework of 
this people every national trait fits itself willingly, 
without coercion, becomes American and yet retains 
its pecuUarity. The world never before saw such 
a spectacle; but it is going on before our eyes con- 
tinuously, and everybody hears and sees the fact 
that every immigrant after a short time joyfully 
confesses: "America is now my fatherland!" and 
yet does not only not forget the old country, but 
imdisturbed maintains his connection with it. 
Yes, this is the expression of a national strength 
coupled with liberty that cannot easily be imitated 
elsewhere. But to proceed: among those who emi- 
grated to your country, there are millions of 
Germans, a couple of millions. For more than a 
hundred years they have been going — ^where shall I 
begin? — ^in the days of Steuben or of Karl Schurz? 
but why should I enumerate names? They were 
all received as brothers, they brought their best 
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and they left behind their best. That is all I can 
say. And furthermore, what sort of spirit was it 
that seized them? On every one of them it has 
imprinted its stamp outwardly and inwardly. I 
shall have to say a few more words about this spirit 
later. For the present I will only say this: It is 
the spirit of dvic courage and of dvic liberty. And 
out of this union there arose before me during my 
stay in America an immense homogeneous product 
as the work of this nation. In this work every 
individual is taking a hand; it is work done in 
agriculture, in engineering, and — we at the German 
imiversities have known it for decades — ^an extra- 
ordinary amount of work done also in science. 
And this work is being done in a mixture, unknown 
to us in Europe, in a mixture of good old wisdom 
inherited from the history of Europe and a youthful 
courage, I might almost say a childlike spirit. 
The union of these two — of this old world wisdom 
and this youthful courage — which I have met every- 
where, and which has left its mark on the American 
work is what I have admired. 

And the second was American hospitality. Like 
a warm current of air this hospitality met me 
and my friends everywhere. Wherever we stood or 
walked we breathed the air of this friendship. Yes, 
it almost made us lose our will-power because it 
anticipated every plan, every care. Like parcels 
of friendship we were sent from place to place, from 
one city to another, like good friends, as if we had 
known each other always. Well, that was an expe- 
rience, for which we all — and who of us Germans 
that crossed the ocean has not experienced it — 
for which we all, I say, shall always be grateful. 
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That is unforgettable. But however beautiful and 
great this was, your nation has done for ours some- 
thing still less forgettable. In those terrible days 
of the year 1870, when so many Germans were 
imprisoned in unlucky Paris, the American Am- 
bassador tmdertook to look after them. And what 
America did at that time, it is doing again to-day 
for all our fellow-citizens, who, surprised by the 
war, are kept in the enemy's country. They are 
entrusted to the care of the American Ambassador, 
and we know full well, as if it had already been done, 
that he will take the best, the most faithful care of 
them. This, my friends, is a service of friendship, 
which is not conventional, but of the kind to which 
the catechism alludes when it interprets: "Give us 
our daily bread and good friends." They belong 
together. 

But now, before answering the question, why you 
are our good friends, we must reflect a while, for 
the answer which but a few days ago we shotdd 
probably have given: you are our good friends be- 
cause you are our blood-relations — that answer no 
longer holds good. That is past and gone. May 
God grant that in future days this may be said 
again, but in the case which just now has torn our 
hearts, it has been proven that blood is not thicker 
than water. But where is the deep foundation of 
this friendship? Does it consist in what I have 
alluded to, that we have so many fellow-country- 
men on the other side, that they have been received 
so kindly, that they have done much for the up- 
building of the body and spirit of America or that 
we see here so many American friends? That is 
certainly important but not the last reason. 
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Ladies and gentlemen ! The roots of a strong and 
firm relationship lie still much deeper. And history 
shows us at this moment one fact and writes it with 
burning letters into our souls, that we have a com- 
mon spirit, which penetrates to the depth of our 
hearts. Yes, because we have a common spirit 
that penetrates into the depth of our hearts, there- 
fore we are friends. And what sort of a spirit is 
it? It is the spirit of that dee^ religious and moral 
civilization which we acquired during a series of 
centuries, and from which this strong American 
shoot has arisen. 

Three things belong to this civilization, or rather, 
it rests upon three pillars. One pillar is the recogni- 
tion of the immense value of every human soul, 
hence the recognition of personality and individu- 
ality. These two are respected, nurtured, and 
desired. This Is the one pillar of our civilization. 
And the second is the recognition of the duty of 
sacrificing this dear life for every great ideal, "God, 
liberty, fatherland," at any time. Though we, 
Americans and Germans, value life highly, this 
human life, yet we lay it down willingly and cheer- * 
fully whenever a great cause demands it. And 
the third pillar is the respect of what is right and 
just and the great power of organization on all 
lines and in all communities. But in the face of 
this civilization resting on its three piUars: person- 
ality, self-sacrificing duty, and organized right, there 
arises now before my eyes another civilization, the 
civilization of the tribe with its patriarchal organiza- 
tion, the civilization of the horde that is gathered and 
kept together by despots, the Byzantine — I have to 
go back far — the Mongolian-Moscovite civilization. 
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Ladies and gentlemen! This once was a civili- 
zation; but that was long ago. This civilization 
could not endure the light of the eighteenth century, 
still less the light of the nineteenth century, and 
now in the twentieth century it breaks loose and 
threatens us — this unorganized Asiatic mass. Like 
the desert with its sand, it wants to cover up our 
fields of grain. We know it. We are just now ex- 
periencing it. Also the Americans know it, for 
everybody must know it that stands on the founda- 
tion of our culture and observes the present time 
with sharp eyes. They all know that it is the 
question of: "Peoples of Europe, take care of your 
most sacred possessions!" 

This civilization of ours, the most precious pos- 
session of the human race was principally entrusted 
to three peoples, yes, to them alone! To us, to 
the Americans and to the English! That is all I 
will say. I cover up my head! Two of the three 
are left; they must stand together so much more 
closely as it is the question of defending the flag 
of this civilization. The whole is at stake, our 
intellectual existence, and the Americans must 
know that this means also their existence. We 
have a civilization in common as well as the duty 
of defending it! 

But, citizens of America, we give you our sacred 
word that we shall stake the last penny of our 
money and the last drop of our blood on this civili- 
zation. After having made this vow, shall I re- 
peat to you what the Oberburgermeister assured 
you of in such simple but sincere terms, namely, 
that, as a matter of course, we shall protect you 
and do everything for you while you are living 
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on our soil? After we have promised the greater 
thing, you will be sure that we shall look after 
these trifles. 

But you, my dear fellow-countrymen, men and 
women, every day and now at this hour we are 
intensely aware of what surroimds us. It is a very 
serious but a glorious time. How much did we 
experience during these last few days? None of us 
any longer stands beside life as a satiated or critical 
spectator, but everyone stands in life, in a higher 
Ufe. In the very midst of it! All at once God has 
lifted us out of the misery of our daily life and 
placed us upon a height where we never stood before. 
But, ladies and gentlemen, wherever life arises, 
higher life or life in general, wherever it is a delight 
to live, there life is surroimded by death, as at every 
birth when something new comes to life, and just 
so when the dearest possessions have to be defended 
— there Death stands close by Life. But we also 
know this: whenever in this way life and death are 
entwined, the highest life and bodily death, then 
every fear of death ceases, then there is only life, 
and alive we go into death and through death. 
This reminds me of an old song, a mighty song in 
which our fathers celebrated their victories: 

"Es war ein wunderbarer Krieg, 
Da Tod and Leben rungen. 
Das Leben, das behielt den Si^, 
Es hat den Tod verschlungen. 
Die Schrift hat verkundet das, 
Wie ein Tod da den andera frass, 
Ein Spott aus dem Tod ist worden!" 

It was a wonderful fight 

When Death and Life were wrestling. 
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Life obtained the victory 
And swallowed up Death. 
The scriptures have proclaimed 
That one death ate the other 
And death became a mockery! 

The death that is undergone voluntarily, kills 
the great death and secures the higher life. It 
makes free: thus speaks Luther! 

In conclusion, let me say one more thing. In 
critical hours there arises before us all a picture, 
and beneath it we see these simple words: "He 
was obedient unto death, yea unto death on the 
cross!" Well, the great obedience has only just 
begun for us, that great obedience for whose sake 
other nations, our neighbours, so often have railed 
us. Look, those are the obedient Germans, those 
men that do everything at the word of conmiand 
and with such obedient exactness. Now they will 
see that this great obedience was and is not blind 
discipline, but also will! They will see that this 
great obedience is not smallness and death, but 
strength and life. 

From the East, I repeat, the sand of the desert 
approaches us, from the West we are attacked by 
old enemies and faithless friends. How soon will 
we Germans be able to pray and confess again: 

"Gottes ist der Orient, 
Gottes ist der Occident, 
Nord- und sudliches Gel&nde 
Ruh'n im Frieden seiner Hande." 

The Orient is God's, 
The Occident is God*s, 
Northern and Southern lands 
Rest in the peace of his hands. 
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We hope that God will give us the strength to 
make this word true not only for ourselves, but 
for all Europe. 

Till then, seeing all the sources and wells of our 
higher life and of our existence threatened we will 
pray: 

"Vater, schutze alle Brunnen 
Und bewahr' uns vor den Hunnen!" 

Father, take care of our wells, 
And protect us from the Huns! 

Adolph von Harnack. 

XJNiVEKSiTy OF Berlin. 

The following is a typical and very interesting 
letter. It was not written for publication, and 
therefore its style and language must be accepted 
as that of familiar chat. I reproduce it because 
I am perfectly certain that the author wishes for 
it the widest possible publicity. 

^ LETTER OF DOCTOR LASSEN 

Special Cable to The New York Times. 

London, Oct. 28. — The Daily Chronicle publishes 
a translation of a letter written by Privy Councillor 
Dr. Adolf Lassen, Professor of Philosophy at the 
University of Berlin, to a friend in Holland. He 
says: 

"For months I have not written to a single for- 
eigner; foreigner means enemy — dum probatur 
contrarium (till the contrary is proved). No one 
can remain neutral to the German State and people. 
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Either you consider it the most perfect creation 
that history has produced up to now, or you ac- 
quiesce in its destruction; nay, in its extermination. 

"A man who is not a German knows nothing of 
Germany. We are morally and intellectually supe- 
rior beyond all comparison as to our organizations 
and our institutions. 

"Wilhelm II, deliciae generis humani (delight of 
the human race), had in his possession a power 
with which he was in position to smash everything; 
yet he has always protected peace, justice, and hon- 
our. The greater his successes, the more devout and 
humble he has become. Our army is the ppitome 
of German excellence. We must sacrifice our 
dearest, our best, our most noble to fight with 
Russian beasts, English mercenaries, and Belgian 
fanatics. The French are the only opponents at 
all comparable with us. 

"There shall be no peace until the three mischief - 
plotters who would not let Europe rest are com- 
pletely subjugated. We want peace and safety for 
ourselves in order to be able to guarantee them for 
others. We wish to carry on untiringly our work 
of culture and peace. 

"We have nothing to apologize for. We are no 
bully State. We threaten no one so long as we 
are not attacked. We do good deeds to all people. 
Louvain was not destroyed — only the houses of 
murderers. The cathedral of Rheims is not de- 
stroyed; the French caused the damage. 

"England acts in politics as if we lived in the 
eighteenth century. Germany has taught the 
world how to carry on war and politics in a con- 
scientious and proper manner. England will come 
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to nought; Prance can still be saved, let us hope, 
but Russia must no longer be on our frontier. 
This time we will have a dean slate. 

"Our real enemy is England. Woe tmto thee, 
England. God is with us and the just cause!" 

The professor, dealing with Holland in another 
letter, says: 

"The Kingdom of Holland lives an easy life at 
our expense. It lives on its old reputation and 
its old money bags, in complete historical nullity. 
Holland is a mere appendage to Germany, living a 
comfortable existence in dressing-gown and sKppers, 
taking little trouble and little thought. Holland 
is perfectly free as to its sentiments, but any action 
that might be hostile to the German Empire would 
have most dire consequences. 

"We Germans have little esteem and less respect 
and sympathy for the Holland of the present day. 
Holland in its isolation sinks more and more into 
the dull narrow-mindedness that is the mark of 
small sects. Without its hold on Germany it would 
have long ago disappeared. 

"God be praised that the Dutch are not our 
friends! We live in the free breath of history and 
have nothing in common with this miserable bour- 
geois sentiment of theirs. We Germans have no 
friends anjrwhere because we are efficient and 
morally superior to all. Those who cannot attain 
our moral strength are afraid of us and think us 
dangerous. We are the freest people of the earth, 
for we obey, and otir law is reason." 
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A CHANT OF HATE AGAINST ENGLAND 

Professor Archibald Henderson of the University 
of North Carolina writes as follows in the New 
York Times on October 15th: "From Munich has 
just come to me one of the most remarkable poems 
the war has yet evoked on either side. This 
poem, entitled, 'Hassgesang gegen England/ 
by Ernst Lissaue^ which recently appeared in 
Jugendf is a veritable war-chant of hate, resonant 
with the note of ancient tribal rites, and the 
primitive ferocity of a people stirred to the top- 
most pitch of a racial animosity. ... It is a 
symbol of the spirit which has welded together 
into a marvellous union the entire German people 
and made them into a fighting unit." The transla- 
tion of the poem, which as the London Times says, 
is in itself a remarkable piece of work, was made 
for the New York Times by Barbara Henderson. 

French and Russian they matter not, 
A blow for a blow and a shot for a shot; 
' We love them not, we hate them not, 
We hold the Weichsel and Vosges-gate, 
We have but one and only hate, 
We love as one, we hate as one. 
We have one foe and one alone. 

He is known to you all, he is known to you all, 
He crouches behind the dark grey flood, 
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Pull of envy, of rage, of craft, of gall, 
Cut ofiE by waves that are thicker than blood. 
Come let us stand at the Judgment place, 
An oath to swear to, face to face. 
An oath of bronze no wind can shake, 
An oath for our sons and their sons to take. 
Come, hear the word, repeat the word. 
Throughout the Fatherland make it heard. 
We will never forgo our hate. 
We have all but a single hate, 
We love as one, we hate as one. 
We have one foe, and one alone — 
ENGLAND 1 

In the Captain's mess, in the banquet-hall. 
Sat feasting the officers, one and all. 
Like a sabre-blow, like the swing of a sail. 
One seized his glass held high to hail; 
Sharp-snapped like the stroke of a rudder's play, 
Spoke three words only: "To the Day!" 
Whose glass this fate? 
They had all but a single hate. 
Who was thus known? 
They had one foe, and one alone — 
ENGLAND 1 

Take you the folk of the Earth in pay, 
With bars of gold your ramparts lay. 
Bedeck the ocean with bow on bow. 
Ye reckon well, but not well enough now. 
French and Russian they matter not, 
A blow for a blow, a shot for a shot. 
We fight the battle with bronze and steel, 
And the time that is coming Peace will seal. 
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You will we hate with a lasting bate. 
We will never forgo our hate, 
Hate by water and hate by land, 
Hate of the head and hate of the hand, 
Hate of the hammer and hate of the crown, 
Hate of seventy millions, choking down. 
We love as one, we hate as one, 
We have one foe, and one alone — 
ENGLAND I 

DEUTSCHLAND USER ALLES 

A military man must be allowed to sum up the 
whole subject, and to close the sjnnposium in an 
authoritative manner. 

The following article was, according to a de- 
spatch from Copenhagen dated November 13th, 
contributed to the Hamburger Nachbrichten of 
a few days earlier date. The author, Major- 
General von Disfurth, is on the retired list of the 
German Army. 

No object whatever is served by taking any notice 
of the accusations of barbarity levelled against 
Germany by our foreign critics. Frankly, we are 
and must be barbarians, if by this we understand 
those who wage war relentlessly and to the utter- 
most degree. 

It is incompatible with the dignity of the German 
Empire and with the proud traditions of the Prus- 
sian Army to defend our courageous soldiers from 

6 
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the accusations hurled against them in foreign 
and neutral countries. We owe no explanations to 
any one. There is nothing for us to justify and 
nothing to explain away. Every act of whatever 
nature committed by our troops for the purpose of 
discouraging, defeating, and destroying our enemies 
is a brave act and a good deed/and is fully justified. 

There is no reason whatever why we shotdd 
trouble oursdives about the notions concerning us 
in other countries. Certainly we shotdd not worry 
about the opinions and feelings held in neutral 
countries. Germany stands as the supreme arbiter 
of her own methods, which in the time of war must 
be dictated to the world. 

It is of no consequence whatever if all the monu- 
ments ever created, all the pictures ever painted, 
and all the buildings ever erected by the great 
architects of the world be destroyed, if by their 
destruction we promote Germany's victory over her 
enemies, who vowed her complete annihilation. 
In times of peace ^e might perhaps regard the loss 
of such things, but at the present moment not a 
word of regret, not a thought shotdd be squandered 
upon them. War is war, and must be waged with 
severity. The commonest, ugliest stone placed to 
mark the burial place of a German grenadier is a 
more glorious and venerable monument than all 
the cathedrals in Europe put together. 

* They call us barbarians. What of it? We scorn 
them and their abuse. For my part, I hope that 
in this war we have merited the title of barbarians. 
Let neutral peoples and our enemies cease their 
empty chatter, which may well be compared to the 
twitter of birds. Let them cease their talk of the 
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cathedral at Rheims and of all the churches and all 
the castles in Prance which have shared its fate. 
These things do not interest us. Our troops must 
achieve victory. What else matters? 



VIII 



THE LANDSTURM 



I DO not reprint in this volume the labours of 
the formal advocates of Germany, Count von 
Bemstorflf, Doctor Demburg, etc.; because the 
arguments of diplomats are seldom of much philo- 
sophic importance. These German lawyers have 
done their best; but their school of thought has 
perhaps not fitted them to be gladiators in the 
Intellectual Forum. Indeed many thoughtful 
Americans believe that the German cause would 
have appeared stronger if it had never been stated. 

There is another class of advocates, however, 
who deserve to be mentioned, namely the German 
Professors living in America, and the returned 
Exchange Professors. How many persons among 
us ever suspected that there was any connection 
between the military ambitions of Germany 
and the establishment a few years ago between 
Germany and America, of a system of Exchange 
Professors? Who ever suspected that the all-fore- 
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seeing German thoughtfulness was, through this 
machine of education, arranging for press-agencies 
in America, focal distributing points for Germanic 
ideals, — concrete foundations, as it wei'e, for the 
howitzers of Germanic culture. These emplace- 
ments were to be used in case of war, when the 
temporary super-structures of academic factory- 
work were to come down, and the good Teutonic 
missionary basis was to be revealed. 

This second line of the German , Intellectuals, 
the Landsturm of Kultur, was called out early 
in the war. These fighters got their papers during 
the very earliest days of mobilization, and using 
the ammunition sent from Berlin, they blazed 
away with their blunderbusses. 

They are not all of them people of the first 
importance, these Professors in America. The 
brain-records of those that we have in mind, are 
by no means interesting. The curves do not reveal 
that sincere stress of a partial insanity which 
characterizes the native German records, Har- 
nack, Eucken, and Hauptmann are suffering human 
beings ; but the professorial advocates on this side 
are conscientious stage-servants. Their business 
is to run about and shift furniture, and they do 
it with hearty zeal. They are far removed from 
the hearthstones of the Fatherland ; and the ap- 
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peal to loyalty which is turned upon them from 
Berlin, as it were with a hose, makes them not 
mad but sentimental. 

All of these land-stormers, and a good many 
volunteers, guerrillas, and other skirmishers as- 
sailed the ears of America and laid the German 
case before us with so much reiteration that every 
one heard of it. One great result followed, — the 
excitation of the German Americans. The strange 
fact was then revealed that the German American 
had apparently learned, through his sojourn in 
America, little or nothing about the science of 
free Government. He responded promptly to 
the battle-cry of militarism and swallowed the 
philosophy forwarded from Berlin. He exerted, 
moreover, no appreciable influence upon American 
opinion. The German American was, it seems 
first of all, German. The race-madness of 
Germany thus extended itself over the minds 
of many Germans living in America. They 
foamed, their eyes gleamed. 

The note of sincerity is in the Lfandsturmers. 
And here I must call attention to a charming 
circimistance. 

When the Exchange System was inaugurated, 
the American Pounders thought that the American 
Professors sojotiming abroad would indoctrinate 
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Gennany with American ideas. Our lecturers 
in Berlin were to speak in German and were to 
concern themselves with American ideals, Ameri- 
can Constitutional history, etc. In the outcome 
however, nearly all of the American Exchange 
Professors appear to have got converted to Pan- 
Germanism. They have come back to America 
as pro-German as the Emperor himself. They 
exhibit, indeed, dtuing this crisis, the zeal and 
the innocency of new converts; and their impas- 
sioned pleas for Germany have spread a gracious 
American glow over the iron and the blood of the 
Prussian doings. As Queen Margaret remarks in 
the play of Richard III^ they "sprinkled sugar on 
a bottled spider." The feelings of these men were 
deeply lacerated when they found that their own 
compatriots did not understand the Kaiser, did 
not appreciate Kultiu", could not quite accept the 
Fatherland. 

These "little brothers" of Germany deserve 
a passing glance from science because of their 
uniform good faith. They are an organic product, 
parasitic perhaps, but a genuine growth. 



IX 



EPILOGUE 

The Economists hold a disquieting theory about 
this war. They see in it the expansion of a race 
in quest of new land. This theory gilds the war 
with vague suggestions of race-destiny, natural 
force and endless continuance, such as must cause 
all non-Teutons to look about anxiously in quest 
of new planets to reside in, in case the Teutonic 
race should find a use for the whole of this one. 

I confess to having experienced two distinct 
kinds of terror during the early months of the war : 
first, a fear that the things which I valued might 
be razed from off the earth, and second, horror at 
an exhibition of moral depravity such as I could 
not have dreamed possible in this world. Now 
it makes a great deal of difference whether the 
cause of my terrors is a vague immeasurable 
economic race-movement which may be a per- 
manent thing, or whether it is a temporary ner- 
vous disturbance in a well-known civilized people. 
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I have in the former chapters of this book given 
a few reasons for regarding the war as the result 
of civil education. It is encouraging to find the 
following sentences in a very able article in The 
Round Table Review September 14th: 

The leaders of German thought have long aban- 
doned the economic argument for the need of ex- 
pansion by arms. There is, for instance, practically 
no emigration from Germany; on the contrary, she 
imports a great deal of foreign labour, and the 
density of her population to the square mile is less 
than half that of England and Belgiiun. 

Thi^ seems to dispose of the economic argtunent. 

Germany then has been suffering and causing 
us to suffer from the fact that she never became 
properly a part of the Roman Empire, but has 
been living in spiritual isolation since the dark 
ages. Her cure will come through her entry into 
the modem world. Her citizens will adopt the 
ideals of Western Europe and will learn its forms 
of Government and its modes of thought. This 
outcome wiU not take long. If, as I believe, the 
whole danger to the world has consisted in the 
existence of sixty millions of people who were 
controllable politically because they were soul- 
crushed politically, then the danger is a special 
and a transient one. Indeed the natural force 
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of modern life has been taking the matter in hand. 
America need not arm to meet this particular 
peril; and the rest of Europe will perhaps to some 
extent, disarm when the peril is past. 

We are right to be concerned about the futtire, 
but we are not right to be in a panic about it. 
Let us review the whole matter in the light of a 
conflict of metaphysical forces; and we shall per- 
ceive plainly that no race-question is involved but 
only a case of mental isolation, which has brought 
on mania. The question is how to reach the 
Germans with modem ideas. The War Lords 
have Germania, as it were, under lock and key: 
no one may speak a word to her, — not even through 
the bars. This procedure is justified, like every- 
thing else the War Lords do, by "military neces- 
sity," and we may all be quite stire that they 
judge rightly in searching the mails and in keeping 
the tender German intelligence safe from all con- 
tact with the outer world. We have in this close 
censorship over Germany the greatest proof of all, 
that the war is not a race-movement but a super- 
induced mania which reflection will cure. Thought 
is the power that wiU pull down the War Lords. 
Thought and not bombs will destroy the militar- 
ism of Prussia. Thought launched at the German 
people through the mails will ultimately bring 
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down this fabric of terrorism which the trembling, 
heart-sick, and hysterical literati of Germany are 
now upholding with so much zeal. We may 
regard the battles of this whole war as a mere 
means through which the mails going into Ger- 
many are to be freed from the censorship of 
tyranny. Nature is saving humanity, and what 
we conceive of as a sickness, is a process of cure. 

All the historic fights for liberty are really 
portions of one great struggle. The contentions 
of religious reformation, the struggles through 
which political democracy arose in Europe, the 
conflict in America about slavery, were each and 
all of them matters which affected the whole human 
family. The real issue in each struggle was 
always the same issue, namely how far men may 
be permitted to educate and train their fellow-men 
in such a manner thkt the wills of the subjected 
persons are enslaved. The Germans claim a right- 
of-way for their system of education. The rest 
of the world regards that system as a menace, 
and therefore wars against it. 

It may be thought strange that these people, 
the Germans, who regard themselves as the top- 
notch of civilization, should seem to us to be 
persons labouring under a delusion. But this is 
the normal condition of things. The eternal 
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struggle always goes forward between two meta- 
physical forces. Bach one seems to the other to 
represent chaos. They are irreducible to any 
common term. Hence the bloodshed. We, in 
America, are not called upon to feel indiflEerence 
towards the German peril. On the contrary, we 
must fight for the life of the world against it. 
But our business is to keep calm, to retain our 
reason. It is difficult when a fanatic is burning 
a church in the name of a dogma to remember that 
he is merely a miseducated person. We are, 
perhaps, obliged to shoot him; but it makes a 
great difference in what spirit you shoot a man. 
For this treatment will control your treatment of 
those who are left alive. 

As this goes to press, the Germans are levying 
black-mail on works of Art, French chateaux, 
etc. They first threaten to destroy these things, 
but immediately desist when cash is put up by ""he 
owners. Such doings make for us as difficult a 
pill to swallow as history ever offered to the palate 
of philosophy. We must not, however, allow 
ourselves even to feel annoyance, far less to take 
any cruel reprisals if we should have the power. 
The antidote to war is peace, to imreason, reason, 
to mania, sense. If America can remain neutral 
without a violation of her self-respect, it is far 
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better for her to do so. If America should enter 
the war, the world would lose the benevolence 
and common-sense which we now possess, and 
which is a strong factor in the whole situation. 
You and I would, in that case, become partisans, 
cruel, excited, and bent on immediate results. 
The tmfortunate sick-man, Germany, would have 
a double pressure put upon his brain, and the 
solution of the whole world-problem would be a 
little retarded. 



APPENDIX 
A 

THE UNIVERSITIES OF GERMANY TO THE UNIVERSITIES 

OF FOREIGN LANDS 

The campaign of systematic lies and calumny which 
has for years been waged against the German people 
by its enemies, has, since the outbreak of the war, 
exceeded anything which one wotdd have expected, 
even from the most conscienceless press. So far as 
this campaign concerns itself with things which are 
made a reproach to our Kaiser and to his Government 
the responsibility for their defence rests with the ap- 
pointed authorities. This defence is perfected and 
supported in a striking maimer. 

Whoever desires to know the truth can learn it, 
and we are confident that the truth will make its 
way. But if we are obliged to look on while the 
envious malice of our enemies shamelessly accuses 
our Army (and with the Army our whole people) 
of barbarous cruelty and senseless destructiveness, 
and if we perceive that this malice seems to be gaining 
a certain credit even in neutral countries, and in 
places which are otherwise friendly to us, tmder these 
circumstances we to whom the care of the education 
of men in our Fatherland is especially entrusted feel 
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it to be our duty to step forward out of the reserve 
which both our calling and our position enjoin upon 
us, with an earnest protest. 

Therefore we turn towards those learned associa- 
tions with which we have hitherto felt ourselves to 
be united in common labour for the highest ideals of 
mankind; and with which we hope to remain of one 
mind in the common service of truth, even in the 
present times, when hatred and passion rule the 
world and confuse the souls of men. We turn towards 
these learned bodies with the confident expectation 
that our voice will receive attention and our honour- 
able indignation find credit. Beyond this we make our 
appeal to the love of truth and to the sense of justice 
in the thousands of men throughout the whole world, 
who, as welcome guests in our institutions of learning, 
have been partakers of the Inheritance of German 
Kultur, and who thus had the opportunity of seeing 
and of knowing the German people at its work in 
peace, with its industry and its honesty; its sense of 
order and of discipline; its deep reverence for every 
work of the spirit, and its inner love for science and 
art. 

All Ye who know that our Army is no mercenary 
horde, that it includes the whole nation from the first 
to the last, that it is led by the best sons of the land 
and that even in this hour thousands in its ranks who 
come from our midst as teachers and as scholars are 
now bleeding and djHing for the Fatherland on the 
battlefields of Russia and of France in the capacity of 
officers and soldiers ; Ye who have yourselves witnessed 
and heard in what spirit and with what results our 
youths are taught and trained in Germany, and who 
know that nothing is so deeply imprinted on their 



Appendix A 97 

minds as reverence and admiration for the creations of 
the soul of man in art, science, and technique, — to 
whatever land or people those creations may belong; 
Ye, who know all this we call to witness whether it 
can be true as our enemies assert, that the German 
Army is a horde of barbarians and a gang of free- 
hooters who find pleasure in levelling defenceless 
villages to the earth, and in destrojdng notable monu- 
ments of artistic and historic value. 

If ye will give honour to truth ye will remaifi as 
firmly convinced as we are that the German troops, 
wherever they were obliged to march on missions of 
destruction, can only have done this in the bitter 
necessity of the battle. We abjure all men to whom 
the calumnious reports of our enemies shall penetrate, 
and who are themselves not yet entirely blinded by 
passion, we abjure them in the name of truth and 
justice to shut their ears to such slanders cast upon 
the German people and not allow their judgment to 
be influenced by those who give ever new proofs that 
their hope is to conquer through mendacity. 

If even now, in this dreadful war in which our people 
is forced to fight not only for its predominance but 
for its existence and for its whole KuUur, — ^if in this 
war the work of destruction should grow greater than 
in earlier wars, and many a costly work of human wit 
should go to ruin, — ^then let those alone be answerable 
who, not content with unchaining a horrible war, — 
no, shrank not from taking in their hands (for the sake 
of maliciously surprising a peaceable population) in- 
struments of murder against our troops, who them- 
selves relied upon the war-usages of civilized peoples. 
These men alone must bear the blame for all that has 
happened here : on them alone because of the lasting 
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damage that KuUur has suffered will the curse of 
history £all. 

In September, 1914. 

The Universities 

TvLtnngen, Berlin, Bonn, Breslau, Erlangen, Frank- 
furt, Freiburg, Giessen, Gdttingen, Greifswald, Halle, 
Heidelberg, Jena, Kiel, K6nigsberg, Leipzig, Marburg, 
Munchen, Munster, Rostock, Strassburg, Wurzburg. 
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THE APPEAL OF THE TEACHERS OF THE HIGHER 
LEARNING OF THE GERMAN REALM 

Dated Berlin, i6 October, 1914. 

We, teachers in the Universities and Higher Schools 
of Germany are servants of Science and do the works 
of peace. But it fills us with indignation , that the 
enemies of Germany, with England at their head, 
ostensibly ^for our benefit, wish to make a dis- 
tinction between the spirit of German Science and 
that thing which they name Prussian Militarism. 
In the German Army there is no other spirit than in 
the German people; for both are one, and we also 
belong to it. Our Army also cultivates Science and 
thanks her not the least for its performances. Our 
military service disciplines our youth for all the works 
of peace as well as for Science. For this service trains 
them to a self -forgetful discipline and endows them 
with the consciousness and the sense of honour of a 
man who is truly free and who willingly subordinates 
himself to the whole. This spirit lives not only in 
Prussia, but is the same in all the countries of the 
German Empire. It is the same spirit in war and 
in peace. 

At present our Army is in the field for the freedom 
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of Gennany and also for all the blessings of peace and 
of civilization not in Germany alone. Our belief is 
that the salvation of the whole KuUur of Europe 
hangs upon the victory which the German Militar- 
ism will win, and win through the manly discipline, 
through the truth, through the spirit of sacrifice of 
the united free German people. 

The above document is followed by the names of 
fifty-three Universities and institutions of learning, 
and by the individual names (presumably representing 
signatures) of about thirty-two hundred professors 
and teachers in the coll^;es named. 
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THE BCASE IS DROPPED 

Maximilian Harden says: 

"Otir Might shall Create a New Law in Europe." 

He Explains the Motives of Germany. 

The London Daily Chronicle publishes a r&um^ of 
an article written by Maximilian Harden, one of the 
most influential German journalists, who, it will be 
recalled, denounced conditions in the Kaiser's entour- 
age, and emerged triumphant from the libel suits that 
ensued. In his present article. Harden loudly claims 
for Germany the honour of having willed and encom- 
passed the war. 

" Let us drop," he says, " our miserable attempts to 
excuse Germany's action. Not against our will and 
as a nation taken by surprise did we hurl ourselves 
into this gigantic venture. We willed it. We had 
to will it. We do not stand before the judgment 
seat of Europe. We acknowledge no such jurisdic- 
tion. Our might shall create a new law in Europe. 
It is Germany that strikes. When she has conquered 
new domains for her genius then the priesthoods of all 
the Gods will praise the God of War. 

"Germany is not," he continues, "making this war 
to punish sinners or to free oppressed peoples, and 
then to rest in the consciousness of disinterested 
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magnanimity. She sets out from the immovable 
conviction that her achievements entitle her to de- 
mand more elbow room on the earth and wider outlets 
for her activity. 

''Germany's hour has struck," he sa,ys, "and she 
must take her place as the leading power. Any 
peace which does not secure her the first position 
would be no reward for her efforts, however many 
shining milliards it brought into her treasury. 

" The fate of Europe would still depend on the will 
of the United States. She is fighting for herself 
alone, and yet she is sure that all men who desire the 
good of the world will rejoice in the result, for there 
must be an end of the policy which has frightened off 
all free-bom people from fellowship with the strongest 
of Continental Powers. 

**What Germany needs," Harden continues, **is 
free access to the ocean and unquestioned validity 
for her spirit and speech, for her goods and her bills 
of exchange. 

**We will remain in the Belgian Netherlands," 
Harden asserts, **to which we will add the narrow 
strip of coast as far as Calais. This done we will 
voltmtarily dose the war, from which we have nothing 
more to gain. After having vindicated otir honour 
we will return to the joys of work and only take up 
the sword again if you try to force from our grasp 
what our blood has won for us. 

**We demand no formal conclusion of peace in 
parchment and seals. Our prisoners we set free. 
You can keep your fortresses if you think them of any 
value and hold it worth while to rebuild them. To- 
morrow life resumes its ordinary course." 
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